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Platinum Weekly newspaper 
– South Africa is redesigning 

its electricity market. Before the chairs are 
rearranged, the person paying for the meeting is 
now invited to comment on two documents that 
could reshape how electricity is bought, sold and 
billed and all the complexities that comes with it.
Meet PP: the Powerless Payer. 
He is the guy who has a reliable address for 
the invoice. Public comments on the Revised 
Electricity Pricing Policy, 2026, and the Electricity 
Sector Market Transformation Position Paper, 
2026, close on 28 October 2026. 

Competition arrives.  
Does your household get a ticket?
The market paper proposes competition between 
generators, including Eskom, with traders and 
eligible customers buying electricity through 
a wholesale market or direct contracts. The 
ambition is better efficiency, investment and, 
ultimately, lower costs. But households and 
smaller businesses would initially remain with 
their existing electricity retailer. The paper calls 
them “captive” customers. Larger eligible users 
would gain more choice, with eligibility expanding 
over time. Captive. An interesting choice of word 
for the guest of honour at a competition launch. 
So, the question is practical: how will cheaper 
wholesale electricity reach the household that 
cannot shop around?

The electricity is cheaper.  
The delivery has a family to feed.
Electricity has a production cost and a delivery 
cost. In a typical municipal supply chain, electricity 
generators (Eskom) supply power, transmission 
carries it over the main grid, and distribution 
brings it to customers. The municipality also 
buys and bills for electricity. A private generator 
can sell to an eligible buyer directly or through a 
trader, using those same networks, or their own 
network, subject to the applicable approvals.
A trader can manage purchases and supply risks; 
its service must earn its keep. It is not compulsory 
in every transaction. Nor does every generator 
need to build duplicate power lines. Shared wires 
make sense… on paper that is... provided access 
is fair and charges are justified.
The pricing draft requires NERSA-approved 
network charges. Wheeling – using the grid to 
deliver contracted electricity – must not be 
subsidised by non-wheeling customers.
Costs include the generation of electricity, 
network delivery; capacity and balancing; retail 
administration; and applicable subsidies, legacy 
costs and municipal surcharges amongst other 
costs. Depending on the connection and service, 
bills can also involve connection costs, losses, 
wheeling or export-credit administration, and 
poor-power-factor or congestion charges. Some 
costs are bundled; they must not be counted 
twice.
The generator earns from power, network 
operators from delivery, and retailers or traders 
from their services. Customers benefit when 
the complete delivered bill falls. A bargain at 
the power station is only the beginning of the 
calculation.

Who gets the discount—and who gets 
the difference?
The draft does not promise to reimburse every 
bad decision. It expressly says revenue recovery 
is not guaranteed and pricing should exclude 
inefficiency. Excess losses and bad debt above 
approved standards should be excluded from 
recoverable revenue.
But there are important qualifications. Legacy 
power-contract costs would be reconciled against 
revenues. Some balancing shortfalls could be 
recovered through charges. And the section on 
negotiated pricing agreements allows certain 

approved special-price deals to produce revenue 
shortfalls recoverable through the regulatory 
process.
Such deals may protect jobs and keep 
businesses operating. That does not make their 
cost disappear. Publish the expected benefit, the 
shortfall, who pays it, and for how long. A discount 
must come with an address for the balance.
Eskom has also received substantial government 
debt relief. That debt relief will ten-to-one not 

be available for private 
electricity generators. 
That  loss might find its 
way to your bill.

A watchdog needs teeth,  
not another acronym
The proposed safeguards include transparent 
bills, separate accounts, NERSA oversight, 
market surveillance and action against anti-
competitive conduct. Municipal surcharges must 
not simply be piled on top of existing hidden 
surpluses. 
Now for implementation: publish cost studies, 
disclose conflicts, audit charges, protect 
maintenance funding and impose consequences 
for abuse. “Loot, neglect, invoice” is in many 
cases the business model currently in place. And 
now put an extra burden on top of that which is 
already difficult to manage? 

A basic charge is not a basic question
A grid costs money to keep available even when 
a customer uses little electricity. Fixed charges 
are not entirely 
new. But a single 
mother in a small 
flat and several 
households in 
the backyard of 
another customer 
with one meter 
raise different 
affordability 
questions. The 
draft proposes a 
lifeline tariff with 
no fixed charge 
for qualifying 
customers. 
The public should 
demand workable 
eligibility rules.

Put power nearby. Keep responsibility 
closer. Well-sited solar directly supplying a 
mine, shopping centre, factory or residential 
development can shorten the electrical route, 
reduce associated losses and avoid some 
new lines across neighbouring land. Already-
developed sites can reduce land disturbance. 
Systems can grow with demand. Siting, 
drainage, fire precautions, batteries and 
eventual removal still matter. The supplier and 
buyer should take explicit responsibility for the 
risks that comes with their “Bargain electricity 
supply deal”. Neither party should leave 
neighbours as unpaid insurers.

Fund the clean-up and the damages 
before cutting the ribbon
Our proposal: coordinated scrutiny by NERSA 
and the relevant environmental authority, 
including DFFE where it is responsible, within 
their respective mandates. 
Publish understandable evidence on site 
alternatives, community impacts and financial 
provision, while protecting legitimately 
confidential information.
Require independently costed provision for 
environmental damages, loss of property 
value, regularly updated financial security for 
rehabilitation and removal, plus suitable cover 
for foreseeable damage. 
It is one thing to assess potential impacts on 
neighbouring properties and the environment 
while not being willing to take any responsibility 
for those impacts. 
A report saying that your property might devalue 
or that you promise to clean up is not money 
in the bank. All this should be done before the 
development gets approval.
Environmental duties already exist. 
The question is whether protection remains 
enforceable and funded if the project 
company fails.

Pull up a chair before the bill arrives
These consultations give the payer a chance to 
influence the rules. Ask who benefits, who bears 
each risk, who checks the numbers, and what 
happens when the promises fail. Platinum Weekly 
will post both documents at www.platinumweekly.
co.za. Read them and submit your comments by 
28 October 2026. PP should stand for Public 
Participation. The invoice already knows where 
you live. Make sure the policymakers hear from 
you, too.

Have your say: two documents,  
two submissions
The extended deadline for both documents is 28 
October 2026. The official extension specifies no 
closing time. Send your comments ahead of the 
date; do not assume a midnight deadline.

Can’t afford another 
electricity increase? 
Don’t stay silent – email your objections

1. Revised Electricity Pricing Policy, 2026
Email: EPP.Comments@dee.gov.za
Address to: The Director-General, Department 
of Electricity and Energy, for the attention of 
Mr Joseph Maraba.
Include: the submitting person’s or 
organisation’s name, address, contact telephone 
number, fax number and email address. If you 
have no fax, indicate “not applicable”.
Suggested subject: Comments on the Revised 
Electricity Pricing Policy, 2026.

2. Electricity Sector Market Transformation 
Position Paper, 2026
Email: EMTPP.Queries@dee.gov.za
Address to: The Director-General, Department 
of Electricity and Energy, for the attention of Ms 
Vusani Ramuntshi.
Include: the submitting person’s or 
organisation’s name, address, contact telephone 
number, fax number and email address. If you 
have no fax, indicate “not applicable”.
Suggested subject: Comments on the Electricity 
Sector Market Transformation Position Paper, 
2026.

wants a seat  
at the table, 
not just the bill
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14 Injured in R510 crash 
near Ramochana Bridge

Pedestrian dies after 
collision on R104 
towards Kroondal

The wreckage near Ramochana Bridge, 
where emergency crews assisted 14 
people following Sunday afternoon’s crash.

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Rustenburg First Responders 
volunteers saw a serious crash unfold near Ramochana Bridge on the R510 
at approximately 17:13 on Sunday, 27 September 2026, and moved in 
immediately to help.
The volunteers called for additional emergency assistance before assessing 
the 14 people at the scene. According to Rustenburg First Responders 
administrator Ammaar Wadee, several had sustained moderate injuries. 
Emergency crews treated and stabilised the patients before transporting 
them to hospital for further care.
Rustenburg First Responders thanked LenCo (Pty) Ltd for helping 
ensure patients received medical care at Medicare Private Hospital. 
The organisation also commended the emergency medical services that 
attended the scene for their swift response and teamwork.
The cause of the crash has not yet been confirmed.

Rustenburg First Responders press release extracts

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – A 
pedestrian died after being struck by a vehicle on 
the R104 towards Kroondal on Saturday evening, 
26 September 2026.
Rustenburg First Responders received a call at 
approximately 21:38 reporting that the pedestrian 
was critically injured. Its volunteers and North 
West Provincial EMS attended the scene, where 
emergency personnel treated and stabilised the 
patient before transporting them to hospital.
The patient later died despite the medical 
care provided, Rustenburg First Responders 
administrator Ammaar Wadee confirmed. Police 
are investigating the circumstances of the collision.
The responders extended their condolences to the 
person’s family, friends and loved ones.

Rustenburg First Responders press release 
extracts

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Gert 
Smit (69), oorlede 
op 23 September 
2026. Ons groet 
hom Saterdag 10 
Oktober 2026 om 
10:00 vanuit die 
kapel te Sonskyn 
Aftree Oord, 
Rustenburg.   

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste.

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Jessie 
Hartzer (76), 
oorlede op 23 
September 2026. 
Ons groet haar 
Vrydag 9 Oktober 
2026 om 10:00 te 
Kerksondermure, 
Centurion. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste.

Join us in mourning 
the enormous 
loss of the late 
Malesela Jonase 
Ekaneng (70), who 
passed away on 24 
September 2026. 
The celebration 
service of his 
beautiful life will take 
place in Lethabong 
on Saturday, 3 
October 2026.

For more information, 
contact Cobus on 081 379 
8919, Wilna on 074 200 
2687, or Myrtle on 067 926 
7383 at Econo Funeral 
and Cremation Services 
– a service with love 
and dignity.

It is with sadness 
that we announce 
the passing of 
Komeaphe Sehlabo. 
His burial took place 
in Likhutlong, Butha-
Buthe, Lesotho.
A repatriation 
service done by 
Doves Rustenburg. 

For more information, 
contact 014 592 1233 or 
073 209 2727.

Join us in mourning 
the enormous 
loss of the late 
Mantshele Samuel 
Malatsi (80), who 
passed away on 25 
September 2026. 
The celebration 
service of his 
beautiful life will take 
place in Ledig on 
Saturday, 3 October 
2026. 

For more information, 
contact Cobus on 081 379 
8919, Wilna on 074 200 
2687, or Myrtle on 067 926 
7383 at Econo Funeral 
and Cremation Services 
– a service with love 
and dignity.

It is with sadness 
that we announce 
the passing of Eliot 
Gcinabantu Gqirana. 
His burial took place 
in Lusikisiki, Eastern 
Cape. 
A dignified service 
done by Doves 
Rustenburg. 

For more information, 
contact 014 592 1233 or 
073 209 2727.

Placing an 
obituary 

Announcing the death of a family member 
is a time-honoured tradition as life should 

be celebrated and never forgotten. 
To help you to celebrate the life of your 
loved one and share details about the 
upcoming funeral, place an obituary in 
our newspaper, free of charge. You can 
include the date of death, details about 
their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, 
a poem or a prayer. Please  include a 

photo and the date, time and place of the 
memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Has crime reset 
its alarm clock?

6AM TO MIDDAY WAS DURBAN’S BUSIEST 
CRIME WINDOW IN AUGUST — A REMINDER FOR 
COMMUNITIES EVERYWHERE TO STAY ALERT.

Platinum Publishers | SA – The morning rush may get 
households moving, but it can also give criminals an opening. 
Figures released by Blue Security on 29 September 2026 
show that 6am to midday was the busiest crime period in its 
Durban records for August.
Of the 468 cases recorded, 264 occurred during the day and 
204 at night. The morning window accounted for 147 incidents.
Blue Security CEO Henk van Bemmelen said people leaving 
for work, doing the school run and opening businesses can 
become distracted, while properties may become vulnerable 
shortly after their occupants leave. “Daylight should never be 
confused with an absence of risk.”
The pattern changed from July, when the company recorded 
193 daytime incidents and 232 at night. This shift highlights 

why vigilance should extend beyond the hours we instinctively 
consider dangerous.
Statistics South Africa’s 2025/2026 Governance, Public 
Safety and Justice Survey found that 80.7% of respondents 
felt safe walking alone in their neighbourhood during the day, 
compared with 37.9% after dark. Those perceptions, however, 
measure something different from recorded crime incidents.
The Blue Security figures cover one company’s records in 
Durban and do not establish a national trend or the busiest 
crime hours in Rustenburg, Thabazimbi or Northam. But the 
practical lesson travels: everyday routines deserve attention 
wherever we live.
For residents closer to home, its 
advice is straightforward: arm 
alarms whenever the property 
is vacant, check that gates 
and garage doors have closed 
properly, and remain aware of 
your surroundings during the 
morning rush.
The sun coming up should never 
mean letting your guard down.

Rustenburg First Responders 

Rustenburg First Responders 

076 109 8949

076 109 8949

Emergency personnel attended the scene on the R104 towards 
Kroondal on Saturday night, 26 September 2026
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Turning 
“someone 
should” into 
“we will”
Our Ward Matters clears 
overgrowth, tackles litter 
and calls on residents to 
help Rustenburg shine
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
Cleaner streets and safer surroundings start with 
people willing to roll up their sleeves. 
Our Ward Matters (OWM) is doing just that, 
clearing overgrown vegetation, collecting litter 
and encouraging residents to take pride in their 
neighbourhoods.
Founded by Ward 15 councillor André van Dyk 
and led by him and councillor Tanya Rothman, the 
initiative remains active in Wards 15, 16 and 17.

A cleaner court, a safer corner
On Tuesday 22 September 2026, the team tackled 
the tennis courts at the corner of Mopanie and 
Maroela Avenue, collecting rubbish around the 
courts, in the nearby open space and around 
Kruger Bridge. Brush cutters were used to clear the 
veld, improving visibility for residents and tennis-
court users. Team members also removed grass 
encroaching onto the road with spades before 
using a blower to clear the area.
The clean-up brought together Van Dyk, Rothman, 
Ilse du Preez, the OWM team and the Rustenburg 
Local Municipality Waste Department – proof that 
small actions can make a visible difference.

Spades out in Protea Park
On Monday 28 September, the team started at 
Engen Protea Park and Wildevy, removing grass 
and weeds growing into the road and cleaning 
around the post boxes. They then moved to Moepel 
Avenue to clear pavements and parking areas with 
spades. Litter was collected and the open veld 
near the substation was cleaned, while two team 
members used brush cutters to tackle overgrowth.
OWM also raised concerns about people opening 
rubbish bags to collect bottles for resale, as well as 
begging and public drinking in the area.
Residents can help develop the gardens at Wildevy 
and Kruger by donating large stones, succulents 
and aloes, or lending a hand with planting. Rubbish 
bags, petrol for brush cutters and other useful 
donations are also welcome.

WANT TO HELP?
Contact André (076 057 1669)  
or Ilse (083 393 0316) 
Banking details: Our Ward Matters | FNB |  
Acc: 63038972641 | Branch: 258055 | Ref: OWM

Together, we clean. Together, we care. 
Together, Our Ward Matters.

The Our Ward Matters clean-up on Tuesday 22 September focused on the tennis courts at Mopanie and Maroela Avenue and the surrounding area.

A refreshing show of 
support: Water4U sponsored 
drinking water for the Our 
Ward Matters team during 
its clean-up on a hot day.

Two local 
farm attacks 
in under 
24 hours
Older residents targeted on 
smallholdings in De Wildt 
and Rhenosterfontein
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg, 
Brits – Two house robberies on smallholdings 
in De Wildt and Rhenosterfontein late on 
Friday, 11  September, and early on Saturday, 
12  September 2026 have prompted renewed 
calls for vigilance among rural residents.
Colonel Anne Magakoe confirmed that SAPS 
is investigating both incidents. No arrests had 
been made and there is currently no confirmed 
information linking the Rhenosterfontein and De 
Wildt robbery to one another.

De Wildt: Elderly couple confronted by 
masked men
In De Wildt, situated between Pretoria North 
and Brits, north of the Magaliesberg, a 66-year-
old man and his 69-year-old wife were allegedly 
threatened by two masked suspects at 
approximately 23:45 on Friday, 11 September.
According to Magakoe, the couple were asleep 
when they heard noises outside. They noticed 
two unknown men near their electric fence and, 
suspecting that the men were tampering with 
it, went outside to investigate. The men, who 
were wearing balaclavas, allegedly threatened 
the couple and followed them into the house, 
demanding cash, cellphones and a wristwatch 
before fleeing.
Police investigations continue. 

Rhenosterfontein: 
Elderly couple assaulted, 
household goods stolen
In Rhenosterfontein, a rural 
smallholding area just outside 
Rustenburg, three unknown 
men allegedly entered a 
residence through a sliding 
door at approximately 02:00 on 
Saturday, 12 September.
The suspects allegedly 
assaulted a 62-year-old man 
and his 60-year-old female 

companion before fleeing with household 
goods. Magakoe listed the stolen property as a 
cellphone, cooler box, air fryer, microwave, power 
bank, two wall clocks and meat. Both victims 
sustained injuries and received medical attention. 
Police subsequently recovered some allegedly 
stolen items that had been abandoned, including 
a freezer, cellphone and air fryer. 
Police investigations continue. 

Police call for vigilance
SAPS urged residents of farms and smallholdings 
to remain vigilant, ensure their properties are 
properly secured and report suspicious people or 
activities immediately.
Platinum Weekly wishes the injured residents a 
full recovery and extends its support to everyone 
affected by these horrific incidents.

R217 
million 
Cuba 

drug deal: 
PSA demands 
answers on SA 

defence spending
Platinum Publishers – SA | The Public 
Servants Association (PSA) has called for 
urgent accountability following revelations 
concerning more than R2 billion in 
allegedly irregular Department of Defence 
contracts.
In a statement dated 28 September 
2026, the union, which represents more 
than 250,000 public sector employees, 
expressed alarm at findings reported by 
the Special Investigating Unit (SIU). It 
warned that weaknesses in procurement 
oversight threaten public finances, 
defence capabilities and confidence in 
government.
Among the matters highlighted by the PSA 
is a R217 million contract linked to the 
acquisition of a drug from Cuba, identified 
in its statement as Alpha-2. The union also 
pointed to contracts and variations worth 
hundreds of millions of rand investigated 
under Proclamation R239 of 2025.
The PSA said workers and citizens bear 
the consequences when public resources 
intended to strengthen defence operations 
are compromised by alleged corruption 
and procurement irregularities. It warned 
that such failures undermine the morale 
of public servants who work to uphold 
integrity and serve their communities.
The union urged Parliament’s Portfolio 
Committee on Defence and Military 
Veterans to convene urgent hearings. It 
also called for prosecutions to proceed 
without fear or favour, disciplinary 
action against those responsible, and 
any recovered funds to support critical 
defence operations and employee 
welfare. The PSA said it would continue 
monitoring developments and ensuring 
that workers’ concerns form part of the 
demand for accountability.
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Celebrating a contribution of R20,500 to Lighthouse Child & Youth Care Centre are, from left, Life Peglerae Hospital marketing and 
communications manager Masego Gumbo, hospital manager Denise Botha, and the centre’s executive members Izelaa Pienaar, Est-Marie 
McCallaghan and Elandrey Jacobs.

GONE TOO SOON… North-West University student Onalenna 
Selebogo (21), remembered for her warmth, determination and 
promise. The case against the man accused of her murder is set to 
return to court on 12 October 2026. (Instagram photo)

Santie Bothma (54), whose memory lives on among her family, 
friends and supporters of the “Be Her Voice” campaign.

Gunfire and 
explosives 
in cash-van 
ambush
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– A cash-in-transit van and its escort vehicle 
came under gunfire during an armed robbery at 
approximately 17:40 on Thursday 3 September 
2026, leaving at least one person wounded.
North West Hawks spokesperson, warrant officer 
Amogelang Malwetse, confirmed that the attack 
was reported along the N4, between the Petro 
Port filling station and the Mooinooi off-ramp.

According to Malwetse, an unknown number of 
suspects intercepted the cash delivery van and 
opened fire. One person travelling in the escort 
vehicle was shot in the leg and rushed to hospital 
for medical attention. The suspects allegedly 
robbed security officials of two rifles and two 
pistols before fleeing with an undisclosed 
amount of cash.
A separate SAPS report describes more than ten 
suspects travelling in a Mercedes-Benz sedan, a 
BMW sedan and a Toyota bakkie. According to 
that account, the attackers fired at both vehicles, 
injured occupants of the escort vehicle and 
forcibly removed the occupants of the cash van 
before using explosives on it. The SAPS report 
further states that one of the suspects’ vehicles 
collided with a civilian vehicle, injuring a civilian.
The Rustenburg-based Hawks’ Serious 
Organised Crime Investigation unit is 
investigating. No arrests had been made.
Anyone with information that could help 
investigators identify and arrest the suspects is 
urged to contact Crime Stop on 08600 10111 or 
submit a tip-off via the MySAPS app.

Onalenna’s 
murder case: 
the wait 
for justice 
continues
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg 
– “The case against Walter Tshela, accused of 
murdering North-West University (NWU) student 
Onalenna Selebogo (21), has been postponed 
to 12 October 2026 for pre-trial proceedings in 
Mogwase Court,” NPA spokesperson Lindiwe 
Mabasa confirmed.
The case has been postponed several times. 
Tshela is accused of murdering his girlfriend, 
Onalenna, whose body was discovered wrapped 
in sheets at a flat in Tuin Street, Rustenburg, on 
3 August 2025. She had sustained multiple stab 
wounds to the neck.
Students and staff at NWU previously gathered 
at vigils to honour her memory and call for 
accountability and justice. Those who knew 
Onalenna remember her as a warm, determined 
young woman with a bright future ahead of her.
As the court process continues, Platinum Weekly 
extends its heartfelt condolences to Onalenna’s 
family, friends and the NWU community.

Meat off the shelves as Rustenburg 
businesses face compliance checks
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Meat products that failed to meet required 
standards were confiscated during joint compliance inspections at businesses in the 
Rustenburg CBD and taxi rank on Thursday 10 September 2026.
Sergeant Beukes and sergeant Moyo of the Rustenburg SAPS Firearm, Liquor and Second-
Hand Goods (FLASH) Unit joined various 
stakeholders, including the National Regulator 
for Compulsory Specifications (NRCS), for the 
operation.
Warrant officer Ofentse Mokgadi reported 
that butcheries were among the businesses 
inspected. The inspections resulted in the 
confiscation of non-compliant meat products, 
with the NRCS issuing notices to comply and 
receipts for the confiscated goods. Fines were 
also issued.
Acting district commissioner of Bojanala 
Platinum Sub-District 2, brigadier Mamotsamai 
Ntoagae, commended the police members 
and stakeholders for their continued efforts to 
enforce the law and protect consumers.

Another 
court date, 
another wait 
for Santie’s 
loved ones
Platinum Weekly newspaper | 
Rustenburg – The murder case of Santie 
Bothma (54) has been postponed again, 
with the next appearance scheduled for 
24 November 2026 in the Rustenburg 
Magistrates’ Court.
The matter was previously scheduled 
for 22 September 2026. The case has 
already been before the court on several 
occasions.
According to the latest update, no bail 
was granted, and the accused, Corné 
Engelbrecht (22) and Roelien Hattingh 
(34), remain in custody.
They face charges of murder, robbery, 
hijacking and defeating the ends of justice 
in connection with Bothma’s death. Her 
body was discovered on Dinie Estate 
Road, Rustenburg, on 5 May 2026. Her 
vehicle was later recovered in Protea Park 
during a police operation.
The latest postponement means a further 
wait for Bothma’s family, friends and 
supporters. Through the “Be Her Voice” 
campaign, supporters have continued to 
stand alongside her loved ones and call for 
justice.
Platinum Weekly extends its continued 
condolences to Bothma’s family and 
friends as they endure this difficult time. Some of the meat products removed from shelves and 

confiscated during compliance inspections in Rustenburg.

The scene of the cash-in-transit robbery in which a cash van and its escort vehicle came under gunfire.

Four tickets, R20,500 and 
a brighter tomorrow
Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Four rugby tickets became an opportunity to make a 
meaningful difference when Life Peglerae Hospital’s doctors and staff joined forces to raise R20,500 for 
Lighthouse Child & Youth Care Centre.
The money was raised through the sale of four tickets to the Springboks versus All Blacks rugby 
match, turning the excitement surrounding one of rugby’s biggest fixtures into practical support for a 
local organisation and the children in its care. Doctors and staff enthusiastically supported the initiative, 
showing how a shared love of sport can bring people together for a worthy cause.
The R20,500 cheque was formally handed over to the centre’s executive members at Life Peglerae 
Hospital on Monday 7 September 2026. The occasion marked the culmination of a fundraising effort 
rooted in generosity, teamwork and care for the Rustenburg community. For Lighthouse, the donation 
offers tangible support for its work. For those who contributed, it is a reminder that even four tickets can 
open the door to something much bigger.
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FORM JJJ | LOST OR DESTROYED DEED
Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 68(1) of the Deeds 
Registries Act, 1937, of the intention to apply for the issue of 
a certified copy of Deed of Transfer Number T25736/2024 
passed by: RUSTENBURG PLATINUM MINES LIMITED, 
Registration Number 1931/003380/06, in favour of: R JORDT 
BOERDERY PROPRIETARY LIMITED, Registration Number 
2018/264779/07,  in respect of certain: PORTION 368 (A 
PORTION OF PORTION 367) OF THE FARM WATERKLOOF 
305, REGISTRATION DIVISION J.Q., NORTH-WEST PROVINCE,  
IN EXTENT 4,0000 (FOUR COMMA ZERO ZERO ZERO ZERO) 
HECTARES, which has been lost or destroyed.
All interested persons having objection of the issue of such copy are 
hereby required to lodge the same in writing and/or telephonically 
with the REGISTRAR OF DEEDS: NORTH GAUTENG at 
PRETORIA at Francis.Ndlovu@dalrrd.gov.za (012-338-7026)  
within two weeks from the date of publication of this notice. 
Dated at RUSTENBURG on 29 SEPTEMBER 2026   
DU PLESSIS VAN DER WESTHUIZEN INC | REF: JOR77/0006 | 
(WANDA PAVIER) | 2 EDAM AVENUE, WATERVAL EAST EXT 37, 
RUSTENBURG | Wanda@dupwest.co.za | 014 592 4600

I CAN HELP YOU MANAGE 
YOUR PROPERTY

Dr Kelby English of the Centre for 
Biological Control released water 
hyacinth hoppers at Hartbeespoort 
Dam on Friday, 25 September 
2026, as part of the ongoing 
biological control programme.

A satellite image dated 27 September 2026 shows common salvinia in yellow and water hyacinth in purple at 
Hartbeespoort Dam, illustrating the distribution of the two invasive plants.

Harties turns green again:  
what’s growing, and what’s being done?
Residents’ concerns prompt 
a fresh update as the CBC 
releases 80,000 water hyacinth 
hoppers and monitors a 
changing mix of invasive plants

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Hartbeespoort 
– The green blanket on Hartbeespoort Dam 
has again raised concerns among residents. 
Following questions about the dam’s condition, 
Platinum Weekly approached Prof. Julie Coetzee, 
deputy director of Rhodes University’s Centre for 
Biological Control (CBC), for an update. Thank 
you to the readers who raised their concerns and 
encouraged us to revisit this important issue.
The latest information shows that the dam’s 
floating vegetation has been changing: common 
salvinia expanded following the successful 
reduction of water hyacinth earlier this year, but 
water hyacinth is now growing steadily again.

A changing green blanket
According to Coetzee, common salvinia coverage 
increased from approximately 10 hectares to 440 
hectares, or about 24% of the dam, following 
the reduction in water hyacinth. Its coverage 
subsequently appeared to stabilise, while field 
surveys found dense salvinia mats with water 
hyacinth beginning to grow among them.
The balance shifted during September.
“With the resurgence of water hyacinth, common 
salvinia growth is in decline, most likely due 
to competition from water hyacinth,” Coetzee 
explained. The CBC recorded a rapid decline 
in salvinia density over the month, while water 

hyacinth increased steadily within the mat. 
According to Coetzee’s latest update, satellite 
imagery indicates an approximately equal mix of 
the two plants within a mat measuring about 215 
hectares. This changing mix matters: the green 
vegetation visible on the dam is not all water 
hyacinth.

Tiny hoppers, continued action
The CBC has released an additional 80,000 
water hyacinth hoppers onto the mat to increase 
the insects’ population. Dr Kelby English was 
photographed releasing the hoppers on Friday, 
25 September 2026.
Readers may remember our 12 December 2025 
article, “Planthoppers to the Rescue! Eating 
Through the Hyacinth at Harties”. At the time, 
water hyacinth coverage was estimated at 40–
45% during the week of 4 November 2025.
That report explained the role of Megamelus 
scutellaris, the tiny water hyacinth planthopper 
used in the biological control programme. The 
insects weaken the plants and reduce flowering 
and seed production. Coetzee says the water 
hyacinth biological control programme is 
progressing according to plan. As in previous 
spring seasons, water hyacinth is expected to 
suppress and outcompete common salvinia.
However, fewer new seeds do not mean the 
old problem has disappeared. “Although the 
biocontrol agents reduce water hyacinth flowering 
and therefore seed output, there is still an 
extensive seed bank in deeper sediment,” she 
said. Coetzee also cautioned that uncertainty 
associated with the El Niño climate pattern, 
rainfall and dam water levels influences seed 
germination and growth.
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Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Weekly disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
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Are you an early bird?
Do you leap out of bed ready to tackle the day, or 
does your alarm need several attempts to convince 
you? Tell us whether sunrise is your favourite 
time… or whether you’d rather meet the day after a 
second cup of coffee.

Here’s how you can participate.  
Email us at news@platinumweekly.co.za or 
WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 

12:00 on Monday, 5 October 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 
community’s story! P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also 
voice your opinion 
on our Facebook 
post about this topic.  
Join the 
conversation!

POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Should high school learners be allowed 
to use cellphones during school hours?

Although cellphones can be useful for research, communication and emergencies, they may also distract 
learners and disrupt lessons. Should high schools allow cellphone use during school hours, or should 

devices remain switched off and safely stored?

Should high school learners be allowed to 
use cellphones during school hours?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“No. Many learners 
already struggle to 

concentrate without the 
added distraction of 

cellphones. They may 
miss important parts of 
lessons or disrupt the 
class, making it harder 
for teachers to teach 
and other learners to 

focus.”

Emelda Ramaboa, 
Rustenburg 

“Mostly no. Cellphones 
distract learners and 

can lead to disrespect 
in class, yet teachers 
get blamed for poor 
marks. Exceptions 
should apply for 

medical monitoring. 
TikTok, Facebook and 

Instagram can wait until 
after school.”

Theresa Oosthuizen, 
Koster 

NO 17% YES 83%

HOW LONG IS THE ROAD FROM MEETING TO 
FINISHED? A 3.38 km road rehabilitation project 
in KwaZulu-Natal began in September 2023. The 
province’s 2026 budget still listed it among delayed 
projects, citing the contractor’s cash flow problems. 
In Northern Ireland, officials scheduled 2.2 km of 
resurfacing from 13 April to 5 June 2026 – about eight 
weeks. The work differs, so these examples cannot 
prove a countrywide speed gap. But they raise a fair 
question for every road 
authority: after the 
meeting, where is the 
timetable… and who 
answers when it slips?

Driven by Hope Race Day  
Saturday, 3 October 2026 

Feel the excitement of race day while supporting cancer awareness. With roaring engines, a sea of pink and a 
message of hope, this is a chance for the community to come together and make a difference. Gates open at 

10:00; racing starts at 18:00. Entry: R80 for adults and R60 for children and pensioners. 
Location: Rustenburg Showgrounds

Vroue Rus-naweek  
20–22 November 2026 

Kom rus, herstel en word opnuut versterk tydens ’n besondere wegbreek vir vroue in die rustige 
Magaliesberg. Die koste beloop R1,200 per persoon, plus ’n nie-terugbetaalbare registrasiefooi van R100. 

Slegs 40 plekke is beskikbaar – bespreek vroeg om teleurstelling te voorkom. 
Plek: Kloofwaters, Magaliesberg, Noordwes – sowat 40 minute vanaf Rustenburg. 

Besprekings: Pastoor Corné Wernich by 076 897 8241.

1 7 4 3
5 9 6

3 8
3 2 8

9 4 5 3
8 3 2 4

8 5 9 6
6 9

6 2 3 1

For You, O Lord, 
will bless the 
righteous;
With favor You 
will surround 
him as with 
a shield.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

PSALM 5:12
SOULFOOD

Five days’ trail. 
One day’s triumph!

TEN KILOMETRES, 
DOUBLE THE PRIDE!

Luka team brings 
home 16 medals! 

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – 
Nine participants, 16 medals and plenty of reason 
to celebrate! Luka Dojo-Ka, based in Luka, returned 
from the 42nd IFFSK National Funakoshi Cup in 
Durban with an impressive haul of nine gold, five 
silver and two bronze medals.
Held on 28 and 29 August 2026, the tournament 
saw the team achieve success in both kata and 
kumite. For instructor sensei Matthews Mpolokeng 
Motsi, who began training the team in late April 
2025, the results mark a proud milestone.
Behind the team’s achievements was community 
support that helped make the trip possible. 
Matthews thanked Shirley N Tradings and Projects 
for sponsoring transport, and Rakgadi Happy 
Motsi for welcoming the team into her home and 
providing accommodation for two nights. He 
expressed his gratitude to both supporters for 
giving the participants the opportunity to compete 
at such a significant event. With medals around 
their necks and a memorable tournament behind 
them, the Luka team has given its community 
something to cheer about — and plenty to build on.
For information about Luka Dojo-Ka, contact sensei 
Matthews Mpolokeng Motsi on 061 453 6539.

Platinum Weekly newspaper 
| Rustenburg – Run/Walk For 
Life Rustenburg member Faan 
van der Linde celebrated at 
the Otter Hall of Fame after 
completing the 41 km Otter 
Challenge on 24 September 
2026 in 9 hours, 20 minutes 
and 25 seconds. 
Known as the “Grail of Trail”, this 
spectacular coastal adventure 
packs a normally five-day hike 
into one demanding day of 
steep climbs, technical trails 
and river crossings. Well done, 
Faan!

Platinum Weekly 
newspaper | Rustenburg 
– Run/Walk For Life 
Rustenburg members 
Vicky Thiart Lourens 
and Elrike Opperman 
completed the HOKA 
10km in Pretoria on 
Thursday 24 September 
2026, Heritage Day. With 
live DJs, entertainment 
along the route and a 
lively race village, the 
event gave road running a 
music-festival twist.
Photo: Vicky Thiart 
Lourens and Elrike 
Opperman celebrated 
their HOKA 10km 
achievement. 

Rugga nuus 
United Rugby 
Championship

UITSLAE
Vrydag 25 September

•	 Ulster 29-34 Edinburgh
•	 Connacht 15-29 Stormers
•	 Benetton 19-19 Dragons

Saterdag 26 September
•	 Scarlets 15-21 Cardiff
•	 Zebre 13-47 Bulls
•	 Munster 20-26 Glasgow Warriors
•	 Sharks 41-24 Ospreys
•	 Lions 27-26 Leinster

BEPALINGS
Vrydag 2 Oktober

•	 Cardiff 20:45 Stormers 
•	 Edinburgh 20:45 Stormers
•	 Benetton 20:45 Connacht

Saterdag 3 Oktober
•	 Lions 13:45 Ospreys 
•	 Dragons 16:00 Scarlets
•	 Sharks 18:15 Leinster
•	 Glasgow Warriors 18:30 Ulster
•	 Munster 20:45 Bulls

Australië 42-38 SA

In Perth hang ’n bokvel en die 
vreugdevure brand hoog. Die 
Wallabies slaag daarin om die Bokke 
in ’n hoogs omstrede wedstryd te 
klop.
Rassie het nie erken dat hy nie die 
beste span gekies het nie, maar het 
gesê die spelers het op die dag nie 
hulle kant gebring nie. En boonop 
kon seker die beste “Bomb Squad” 
ooit ook nie die wa deur die drif 
trek nie. Die feit van die saak is dat 
die Aussies nou spog dat hulle die 
wêreldkampioene met net 11 spelers 
op die veld geklop het! Ai, ’n bitter 
pilletjie om te sluk.

Nag ou grote...

Luka Dojo-Ka’s medal-winning team. 
Back row, from left: Rorisang Makhenzi 
(two gold), Matthews Mpolokeng Motsi 

(two gold), Lukhanyo Ntsimane (one gold 
and one bronze), Kobamelo Mekgwe 
(one gold and one silver), and Dean 

Biswazi (two silver). Front row, from left: 
Omolemo Montso (one gold), Ketso 

Mekgwe (one silver and one bronze), 
Oageng Matthews Motsi (one gold), 

and Oamogetswe Motsi (one gold and 
one silver).

Sensei Matthews Mpolokeng Motsi (left), 
instructor of Luka Dojo-Ka, led the team 
to a proud 16-medal finish and earned 
two gold medals himself.
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Get the Platinum Weekly directly on your phone.
WhatsApp                             to subscribe today!0818211332

Two cities, two podiums for Elmarie!

Mud, mountains and 
Rustenburg grit

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Run/Walk For 
Life Rustenburg member Elmarie Pretorius had double reason to 
celebrate, earning two podium finishes in just three days!
She won the women’s 60–69 category at the Absa RUN YOUR 
CITY JOBURG 10K on Thursday 24 September 2026 in 

49:13. The event brought sport, music and community spirit to 
Johannesburg’s streets for a lively Heritage Day celebration. 
On Saturday 26 September 2026, she followed this with third 
place in the same age category at the SPAR Women’s 10km 
Challenge in Gqeberha, clocking an impressive 46:08. 

Platinum Weekly newspaper | Rustenburg – Mountains, mud and chilly 
conditions put Rustenburg Cycling Club (RCC) members to the test as they tackled 
two memorable mountain-bike events over Heritage week.
Louis Bredell and Conrad Schoeman took on the demanding five-day Cape 
Pioneer, held from 22 to 26 September 2026. Traversing rugged terrain through the 
Garden Route and Klein Karoo, the pair comfortably completed all five stages – an 
achievement worth celebrating!
On Sunday 27 September, four RCC cyclists tackled the annual Karoo to Coast 
from Uniondale to Knysna via Prince Alfred’s Pass. The revised 89 km route 
offered spectacular scenery, but recent rains added an extra helping of mud to 
the challenge. Riaan and Susan Becker, Sharon O’Reilly and Gregg Taylor braved 
the cold and muddy conditions to complete the event, giving the club another four 
reasons to cheer.
Congratulations to all six riders for flying Rustenburg’s flag with determination and 
pedal power!

Double the podium joy! Run/Walk For Life Rustenburg’s 
Elmarie Pretorius celebrated an age-category win in 
Johannesburg and third place in Gqeberha.

Five stages conquered! Louis 
Bredell and Conrad Schoeman at 
the Cape Pioneer.

Riaan and Susan Becker took on the 
scenic but challenging 89 km Karoo to 
Coast route from Uniondale to Knysna.

Gregg Taylor and Sharon O’Reilly 
braved the cold and mud to 
complete the Karoo to Coast.
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