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Rustenburg 
– Healthcare workers at the 

Rustenburg Forensic Pathology Unit are on strike. 
They apparently halted their duties, voicing concerns 
about their health and safety. It was also said that 
the fridges sometimes break down, causing bodies 
to decompose. The main issue fuelling the strike is 
the reported lack of personal protective equipment 
(PPE), crucial for their work, particularly during 
autopsies.
The strike has significantly disrupted local funeral 
services. Families wishing to lay their loved ones to 
rest face distressing delays as bodies are apparently 
not being released to private mortuaries on time. 
Additionally, there are grave concerns regarding 
the preservation of bodies, especially with reported 
incidents of fridge malfunctions and power outages, 
leading to faster decomposition. The pathology unit, 
which is located in-between homes and businesses, 
has also sparked debates. 
The Platinum Weekly’s reporters fished in a silent 
pond when they visited the unit on Tuesday 23 
January 2024. Upon arrival at the facility, our team 
was met with an unwelcoming response; access 
was denied, and a curt statement was issued by 
an individual on-site, saying, “We are not open and 
we will give no comment to the media.” This lack of 
transparency was further compounded by the fact 
that employees were apparently explicitly prohibited 
from speaking to the press. Despite these hurdles, 
it was verified that the unit is currently inactive, a 
decision brought about by actions from unions and 
health inspectors, marking a standstill in the unit’s 
operations.
Speaking to Tebogo Lekgethwane, the provincial 
spokesperson for the North West Department 
of Health, he said: “PPE is accessible. Every 

mortuary in the 
province has sufficient PPE. The 

Rustenburg Forensic Pathology Unit is currently not 
authorised to conduct autopsies. However, autopsies 
are being performed at other mortuaries to ensure 
the community is not affected. The Rustenburg unit 
continues to store bodies and is situated adjacent to 
Doves. We anticipate the mortuary reopening soon. 
We’re awaiting a reinspection from local health 
inspectors, after which the mortuary will be fully 
operational. We have deep-cleaned the mortuary, 
and we have complied to the requirements and 
notice set by the health inspectors. Consequently, 
we are hopeful that the license will be reissued.” 
He further clarified, “Autopsies are not being 
conducted in Rustenburg. Instead, we are utilising 
our facilities in Madibeng and Lichtenburg.”
The discrepancy between the workers’ claims 
(according to several platforms) of a lack of PPE 
and being forced to perform autopsies and the 
Department of Health’s statement that there is 
sufficient PPE – but that the unit has been closed 
by health inspectors adds a layer of complexity to 
the story.
In the context of the strike, the remarks made 
about their fridges and the unit being closed by 
health inspectors – understanding the stages 
of decomposition becomes paramount. The 
process starts shortly after death, with the body 
undergoing noticeable changes like rigor mortis 
within the initial hours. Decomposition of internal 
organs begins within a day, leading to a strong 
odour. Over the course of several days, the body 
undergoes significant decomposition, with the skin 
turning greenish and the body bloating due to gas 
production from bacteria. Insect activity can further 
accelerate this process. Proper refrigeration is 
essential to slow down decomposition, preserving 
the body for funeral services.

CHECK OUT THE LATEST DEALS INSIDE



Swartruggens – Asley Morake (25) appeared 
before the Swartruggens Magistrates’ 
Court on the charge of business 
robbery on Monday 15 January 
2024. He was remanded in 
custody until he re-appeared 
before court on 17 January, 
for the provision of legal 
advice.

Henry Mamothame, the 
regional spokesperson 
for the National Prosecuting 
Authority (NPA), stated that the 
case has been postponed to 24 
January 2024, for the provision 
of legal aid and bail application.
According to colonel Adéle Myburgh, the 
event unfolded on the evening of 13 January 
2024, when a 36-year-old shop owner was 
confronted by three unidentified attackers while 
closing his shop, the Borolelo Market Tuck Shop.  
Reportedly, one of the suspects was armed with 
a knife. The trio closed the doors of the shop, 
with one guarding the entrance while another 

attacked the victim, compelling him to hand 
over his personal belongings. 

Amidst the terrifying ordeal, the 
victim screamed out in distress 
as one of the assailants 
mercilessly stabbed him twice 
in the back with the knife. In 

the midst of the chaos, one 
of the suspects, seizing 
the opportunity, leaped 
over the counter and took 

an undisclosed sum of cash. 
The commotion attracted the 
attention of local community 
members who intervened, 
resulting in the apprehension 

of one suspect. The police 
are actively pursuing the remaining two 

suspects. The victim of the assault was 
promptly taken to hospital for treatment. 

Lieutenant general Sello Kwena, the provincial 
police commissioner, extended his gratitude 
towards the community members and the police 
for their concerted efforts and swift action.

Announcing the death of a family 
member is a time-honoured tradition 
as life should be celebrated and never 
forgotten. To  help you to celebrate 
the life of your loved one and share 
details about the upcoming funeral, 
place an obituary in our newspaper, 
free of charge. 
You can include the date of death, 
details about their life and surviving 
family members. You can also write 
a special message, a poem or a 
prayer. Please   include a photo 
and the date, time and place of the 
memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary 
in Platinum Weekly / Platinum 
Bushvelder, send the information via 
WhatsApp to 072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing an 
obituary

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Klein 

Swart (72), oorlede 
op 13 Januarie 2024. 

Haar troosdiens 
het op Vrydag 

19 Januarie 2024 om 
11:00 plaasgevind 
vanuit die kapel 

by Sonskyn Aftree 
Oord. 

Vir meer navrae, 
skakel Cobus op 
081 379 8919 of 
Wilna op 074 200 
2687 by Econo 

Begrafnisdienste – ‘n 
diens met liefde en 
waardigheid deur 

Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingdienste. 

ARMED ROBBERY 
STRIKES 

RUSTENBURG 
CELLPHONE STORE

MAN STABBED TWICE 
DURING TUCK SHOP 

ROBBERY

HELD AT 
GUNPOINT 

FOR R50 AND 
CELLPHONES!  

Rustenburg – On Thursday 18 January 2024, at approximately 16:30, 
a distressing incident unfolded at a local cellphone store located on Von 
Wielligh Street, Rustenburg. Three unidentified individuals planned a 
bold robbery, leaving the store’s staff in a state of shock and fear.
Sergeant Ofentse Mokgadi, a spokesperson for the South African 
Police Service (SAPS), detailed the disturbing event: “Three suspects 
overpowered the store’s employees at gunpoint, forcefully seizing 
an array of cellphones and laptops.” The aftermath of the crime has 
prompted an investigation by the SAPS, yet, no arrests have been made.
The emotional toll on the store’s employees was palpable as they 
recounted the ordeal, labelling the incident as profoundly traumatic. A 
staff member, who chose to remain anonymous, revealed a troubling 
pattern, noting that this incident marks the second robbery the store has 
suffered in a remarkably short span.

In a hasty retreat, the culprits made their 
escape in a white Hyundai i10, equipped 
with fake license plates, vanishing into 
the city’s streets. The SAPS is actively 
seeking assistance from the public 
to apprehend the suspects.

Detective warrant officer Karel 
Khumalo is spearheading the 
investigative efforts. If you have any 
information that might help, please 
contact Khumalo directly at 082 773 
0590 or approach your nearest police station. 

Rustenburg – A peaceful stroll to a local church 
service turned into a nightmare for two women in 
Rustenburg Noord on Friday 19 January 2024, as 
they were held at gunpoint and robbed by a trio 
of armed assailants. The incident occurred on 
Johnson Street at approximately 20:00, merely 300 
metres from one of the victim’s residences.
In the cover of darkness, with the streetlights 
off due to a power outage, the women, whose 
names have been withheld for their safety, were 
approached by three individuals. The victims were 
unable to see the faces of their attackers, who 
swiftly overpowered them. One of the assailants 
held one woman, while the other two focused on 
her friend.
Armed and demanding, the perpetrators forced the 
women to hand over their belongings. “They said: 
give us your money and phones. Give us everything 
you have,” recounted one of the victims, still 
reeling from the shock. One of the robbers spoke 
Shona. The robbers made off with two cellphones, 
approximately R50 in cash, a blanket intended for 
use at the church service, and house keys. 
“The fear was overwhelming,” the victim shared, 
describing the harrowing experience. “They 
searched us everywhere. We feel so violated.” 
After the robbery, the criminals fled the scene and 
disappeared into the night in a small, unidentifiable 
car.
In the aftermath, the victims are not only dealing 
with the loss of their belongings but also the 
emotional toll of the incident. “All my contacts 
are gone. I don’t know my children’s numbers 
by heart,” one victim expressed, highlighting the 
distress of being disconnected from loved ones 
until December.
Despite the ordeal, the women are grateful to have 
survived the encounter. “We thank God we are 
alive,” they said, clinging to their faith in the face 
of adversity.
The local community is urged to be vigilant and 
report any suspicious activity.

SERVICES:
• Springs on Vehicles, 

Trailers & Trucks
• Resetting of 

Coil Springs
• Rebuilding, Resetting 

& Replacing of 
Leaf Springs 

ALSO:
• Compression Springs
• Tension Springs
• Torsion, Extended 

& Double Torsions 
Springs

CONTACTS:  
Hannes/ Anje  
014 596 5633  
014 596 5708
57 Molen Street, 
Rustenburg

Donate blood at the South African National 
Blood Service (SANBS) Rustenburg, situated 
at the Lifestyle Square centre in Beyers Naude 
Drive, Rustenburg. Pop in before you 
do your shopping! Your blood can 
save up to three lives!  You can 
donate blood every 56 days.

For more information visit 
www.sanbs.org.za or give 
SANBS Rustenburg a call 
at 014-594 2771.

We need your blood!
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NW GAME 
POACHERS 

RECEIVE PRISON 
SENTENCES 

AFTER LENGTHY 
LEGAL BATTLE

DAYLIGHT ROBBERY: 
WOMEN ATTACKED AT KNIFE-POINT 

FOR CELLPHONE 
Two women assaulted in 
broad daylight outside their 
homes – for a cellphone! 

Swartruggens – Two men were handed an 18-month prison sentence each 
for their involvement in illegal game poaching activities by the Swartruggens 
Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday 10 January 2024. 
After a lengthy period of investigation and multiple court postponements, 
Manang Bopalale and Kgomotso Molefe were found guilty of poaching. 
The duo was apprehended on 26th September 2021, and were caught 
red-handed with a slaughtered nyala carcass. The poached animal was a 
prized nyala bull, valued at approximately R12,000.
In February 2022, Molefe was found guilty of cable theft and imprisoned, 
but he was released early as part of President Cyril Ramaphosa’s special 
remission process in August last year. Since his release, he has been 
charged in two more cases of cable theft and assault.

Rustenburg – In a breach of security, a man 
scaled the razor-wire-topped palisade wall of a 
local residence last week, gaining entry into the 
garden. 
“The intruder’s intentions were clear: he was 
scouting for a place to burglarise. Alerted by the 
disturbance, my mom spotted the trespasser and 
let out a scream, prompting the man to hastily 
retreat. After this incident, we made the part of their 
garden that the trespasser used stronger and more 
secure,” said the resident. 
The situation escalated alarmingly on Monday, 
22 January 2024. 
“Our neighbour had come over to visit my mother. 
Around 12:40, in broad daylight, she was just 
stepping out to return, which is merely a stone’s 
throw away,” he added.  
As they reached the corner of Willow Avenue (our 
house on this corner, neighbour’s house on the 
opposite corner), two men made their disturbing 
approach. They cornered my mother and our 
neighbour.”
He continued, describing the ordeal, “Using a 
knife, the assailants overpowered them. Their 
demand was clear and chilling: they wanted their 
cellphones.” The son, who witnessed the tail end 
of the confrontation, expressed his frustration and 
concern. “I heard the desperate cries of my mother 
and our neighbour. I rushed outside to help, but 
the culprits were already gone. Thankfully, my 
mother and our neighbour survived the attack with 
relatively minor injuries. My mother sustained a 
slight injury to her shoulder, while our neighbour 
wasn’t as fortunate; her hand was cut during the 
struggle, and her cellphone was forcibly taken.”
To view the video footage of this alarming 
incident, visit Platinum Weekly’s Facebook page. 
The community remains on high alert, and the 
local authorities are urging residents to exercise 
increased vigilance and report any suspicious 
activities.

A majestic nyala bull
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Schools bursting at 
seams: Rustenburg faces 

overcrowding crisis

Rustenburg – Paul Sebegoe, the chief whip of 
the North West Provincial Legislature (NWPL) 
highlighted the growing issue of overcrowding in 
Rustenburg schools on Wednesday 17 January 
2024. He pinpointed migration and urbanisation 
within mining communities as the primary factors 
contributing to this predicament.

This concern came to light as Sebegoe 
participated in a province-wide initiative where 
elected public representatives were deployed to 
assess the readiness of schools for the reopening 
on the first day of the 2024 academic year.

“Despite the Provincial Basic Education 
Department’s annual efforts to combat this issue 
through the revision of the post-provision model, 
aiming to allocate more educators, the escalating 
demand for enrolment poses a significant 

challenge. Schools in the area are struggling to 
manage the continuously growing number of 
students, a trend that shows no signs of slowing 
down,” Sebegoe said.

He emphasised the dire need for immediate action 
to alleviate the overcrowding at Meriti Secondary 
School, located in Rustenburg. The school, with 
a capacity to accommodate 1,200 learners, is 
currently grappling with an enrolment of 1,729 
students. The situation is particularly critical in 
Grades 8, 9, and 10.

Sebegoe underscored the urgency of the matter, 
stating, “We have escalated the pressing need for 
six mobile classrooms and additional furniture. 
This is envisioned as an interim solution to partially 
relieve the school from the intense pressure it is 
facing due to the excessive student population.”

[letter to the editor] 
Rustenburg – I was deeply troubled by an incident 
that occurred at our local school in Rustenburg 
during the enrolment process last week. My 
daughter, a ninth grader, and I joined many other 
parents and learners in a long queue, a mix of 
excitement and anticipation in the air as children 
reunited with their friends and shared stories of 
their holidays.
The purpose of this day was straightforward: 
confirm enrolment and collect textbooks for the 
year. However, the positive atmosphere was 
shattered by an incident that unfolded right before 
us. A teacher, addressing a student only a few 
spots ahead in the line, announced loudly that she 
couldn’t receive her books because her school 
fees were overdue.
The student, a friend of my daughter, was visibly 
humiliated. The poor girl, cheeks flushed red with 
embarrassment, murmured about being unaware 
of the fee situation and having to discuss it with 
her mother. I tried to console her, emphasising 
that it might have been a simple oversight, but the 
damage was done.
This approach to handling fee issues is utterly 
inappropriate. Publicly shaming a learner for 
something beyond their control is not just 
insensitive; it’s counterproductive. Adolescents are 
particularly conscious of their peers’ perceptions, 
and such public embarrassment can have lasting 
effects on their self-esteem and school experience.
I urge the school to reconsider its policies and 
practices regarding fee collection. Delicate 
matters such as financial obligations should be 
addressed discreetly and directly with parents or 
guardians, not aired in front of learners and their 
peers. It’s crucial that we foster a supportive and 
understanding environment in our schools, not 
one where students dread humiliation over matters 
they cannot control.
#ConcernedParent

UNACCEPTABLE TREATMENT OF 
LEARNERS OVER SCHOOL FEE ISSUES

#NoPaymentNoSchoolbooks! 

Enter Platinum Weekly’s Valentine’s Day 
Photo Competition and win! 

Love is in the air!
With Valentine’s Day just around the corner, 
Platinum Weekly is thrilled to announce a 
Valentine’s Day Photo Competition. Get ready 
to celebrate love on Wednesday, 14 February 
2024! 

What’s in store for the winners? 
Unleash your creativity and stand a chance to 
win great prizes!
•	 1st Prize: R1,500 in cash 
•	 2nd Prize: R1,000 in cash 
•	 3rd Prize: R500 in cash  

Every love story is worth celebrating!
•	 Snap and share: Capture a beautiful 

moment with your partner and send it to us 
at 081 579 7000 (on WhatsApp) or news@
platinumweekly.co.za. We’re looking for 
photos that radiate love and joy!

•	 Tell your story: Accompany your photo with 

a story of how you both met. 
•	 Introduce yourselves: Don’t forget to include 

your names, surnames, and the town or city 
where you stay. 

Competition guidelines
•	 Local love: This competition is exclusive 

to residents within Platinum Weekly 
newspaper’s distribution area. The areas are 
Rustenburg (including Bleskop, Buffelspoort, 
Karlienpark, Rex, Tlhabane, Zinniaville, 
Waterfall Mall and mining houses), 
Phokeng, Brits, Hartbeespoort, Mooinooi, 
Marikana, Kroondal, Koster, Swartruggens, 
Moedwil, Derby, Boshoek, Sun City, Ledig, 
Mogwase, and Moruleng.

•	 By entering, you’re granting us the joy of 
sharing your love story, photo, and names 
with our community.

•	 Deadline: enter before or on Wednesday, 
7 February 2024.

This Valentine’s Day, let’s fill Platinum Weekly with stories of love, companionship, and community 
spirit. Your love story could inspire many and bring a touch of romance to our lives!

Packed to capacity: a single classroom overwhelms with high learner numbers in Rustenburg. 
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Join the Tokon 
Shotokan Karate raffle 

and support young 
athletes on their 

journey to Mexico!

A beacon of hope:
Christ Crises Centre’s new building 

to shelter 100 victims
Swartruggens – In the heart of Swartruggens, a 
beacon of hope is rising for the most vulnerable. 
The Christ Crises Centre, under the stewardship of 
vice chairperson Venessa Joubert, is on a mission 
to provide sanctuary and support to women and 
children who have faced abuse. This noble initiative 
is close to realising its dream, with the construction 
of a new facility that promises to be a haven for up 
to 100 victims.
For over a decade, Venessa Joubert, a revered 
community preacher, has dedicated her life to 
supporting those in distress. Her journey began 
with a humble house, a sanctuary for the broken. 
However, the overwhelming need in the North West 
region spurred her to dream bigger. “I realised there 
are so many broken people, women and children, 
being abused,” Joubert shared, highlighting the 
dire need for a specialised facility in the area.
The vision for a larger, more equipped facility 
caught the attention of Stichting Hulpverlening 
Internationaal Barneveld (SHIB), a Christian 
non-profit organisation based in Holland. Their 
collaboration is a testament to international 
solidarity, working hand in hand to bring the project 
to life.
The new building is a symbol of hope and recovery. 
It is designed to be more than just a shelter; it is a 
place of healing and empowerment. The centre will 
not only provide a safe space but also offer essential 
services such as counselling, skills training, and 
support from social workers and the South African 
Police Service (SAPS). “When a social worker or 
the police brings a victim, they often have nothing 
with them. We are here to change that,” Joubert 
emphasised, highlighting the comprehensive care 
the centre aims to provide.
However, the journey is not without its challenges. 
The Christ Crises Centre is reaching out to the 
community for support. There is a significant need 
for essential items to make the facility a comfortable 

and nurturing environment. The centre is currently 
seeking donations of beds, clothes, food, pots, 
appliances, nappies, soap, and shampoo. These 
basic necessities will go a long way in restoring 
dignity and providing comfort to the victims.
Venessa Joubert’s vision is a testament to the 
power of community and compassion. “Getting 
counselling and being survivors,” she states, 
encapsulating the transformative journey she 
envisions for every individual who walks through 
the doors of the Christ Crises Centre.
“Remember, there is an Awareness Day on the 
27th of January. We invite business owners and 
the community to get involved. As a registered 
NPO with a tax clearance certificate and a Form 
18A, your support not only contributes to this noble 
cause but also offers potential tax benefits. Let’s 
unite to make a significant impact on the lives of 
those in need,” said Joubert. 
To be a part of this life-changing project, 
or for more information, the public 
is encouraged to reach out to pastor 
Venessa Joubert at 071 841 4656 or 
pastoorvenessa@gmail.com. 

Your support can make a world of difference in the 
lives of those who have endured the unthinkable, 
offering them a chance at a new beginning in a 
place where care, love, and healing prevail.

Rustenburg – Get 
ready for an exciting 

opportunity to support 
the talented youth 

of Tokon Shotokan 
Karate A/C 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
while standing 

a chance to win 
fantastic prizes! 

The club is thrilled to 
announce a fun-filled 

raffle event, featuring 
grand prizes that include 

a brand-new lawnmower, valued at R4,000, 
and a generous meat voucher worth R3,000 
from Econo Foods. A heartfelt expression of 
gratitude is extended to Vickus van Dyk of Mobi 
Dick Pumps and Irrigation for his generous 
sponsorship of the lawnmower, adding an extra 
spark to the raffle event. Mark your calendars! 
The raffle draw end on Tuesday 27 February 
2024, offering participants a thrilling chance to 
walk away with these awesome prizes.
Kancho Albert Venter, the esteemed founder and 
head instructor of Tokon Shotokan Karate A/C 
International, shared the noble cause behind 
this event, stating, “We are hosting the raffle to 
offer our less fortunate children an incredible 
opportunity to travel with us to Mexico.” This 
year, a select group of karatekas from the club 
have earned the prestigious opportunity to 
showcase their skills at the renowned WUKF 
National Competition, set to take place in 
Monterrey, Mexico, from 12 to 15 July 2024.
For additional details, or to participate in 
this noble cause, please reach out to Albert 
Venter directly at 082 463 1073 or via email 
at tskkia@gmail.com. Your support can make 
a monumental difference in the lives of these 
aspiring young athletes!

Christ Crises Centre board members from left: 
treasurer Carina Steenkamp, vice chairperson Venessa 
Joubert, secretary Marcel Pheto, and chairperson 
Rebecca Pheto.

The progress of the building that will accommodate 100 victims.
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Vote for Naledi! 

Vote for 
Mariska in the 

Mrs. Africa 
Classic 2024!

Community unites for animal welfare

From left: Mokhini Jonas Buti, Khumalo Nkosiyapha, Isaac Moletsaalwe, 
Botlhasitse Billy Boy, DA councillor Tanya Rothman, and Ntlangano Mfundo. 

Rustenburg – The Rustenburg Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) 
witnessed an outpouring of community support 
during a cleanup campaign led by DA ward 
councillor for Ward 17, Tanya Rothman, and 
committee member André van Dyk on Friday 12 
January 2024.
The cleanup initiative not only aimed to beautify 
the SPCA premises but also to raise awareness 
about the essential services the organisation 
provides for animal welfare in the community. 
Rothman, who is also in the process of adopting 
a dachshund from the facility, expressed her 
heartfelt connection to the cause, stating, “Well, 
I’m busy adopting a dachshund, so I think that 
explains the feeling we had!”
André van Dyk highlighted the importance of 
even the smallest acts of kindness, remarking, 
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever 
wasted.” This sentiment was visibly embodied by 
the enthusiastic volunteers who dedicated their 
time and efforts to the cleanup.
The Rustenburg SPCA, a non-profit organisation, 
serves a vast area in and around Rustenburg, 
tirelessly working to protect, serve, and uplift 

the welfare of animals. Upholding the rights and 
protection that animals are granted under South 
African law, the SPCA relies on community 
support and contributions to continue their noble 
work.
For those interested in supporting or learning more 
about the vital work of the Rustenburg SPCA, 
please contact their office at 014 592 3181. 

Rustenburg – Rustenburg’s own Mariska 
Kruger, a multifaceted personality known 
for her entrepreneurial spirit as a pharmacy 
owner, her dedication to charity, and her 
engaging public speaking, has proudly 
secured a place as a finalist in the Mrs. Africa 
Classic 2024 pageant.
This esteemed event, scheduled for the end 
of March, is not just a showcase of beauty, but 
a celebration of empowerment, commitment, 
and community involvement. Throughout 
the pageant week, culminating in a grand 
gala, finalists like Mariska will be evaluated 
based on a comprehensive set of criteria 
that include their portfolio, community charity 
work, interview performance, personality, and 
self-confidence.
Join us in rallying behind Mariska 
Kruger! Your support can make a real 
difference. Cast your vote by sending 
an SMS with the text “MRSC04” to 
47018. Each SMS costs R2. 
For more insights into her journey and to keep 
up with her inspiring endeavours, follow her 
on Instagram at @mariskalapetite.

Rustenburg – Naledi Ramaboea, hailing from 
Ledig, Rustenburg, is in the running for the 
Emerge Africa Awards, under the Humanitarian 
category. She’s known for her deep involvement in 
community work, a passion kindled in her youth. 
Raised by her late grandmother in Robega, Naledi 
and her siblings were taught the importance of 
selfless giving from an early age. This drive to help 
others truly sparked in 2006 when she volunteered 
as a peer counsellor at Elim Rehabilitation Clinic, 
aiding youth recovering from substance and drug 
addiction.
Naledi’s dedication hasn’t gone unnoticed. 
Recently, she secured the second runner-up spot 
in the Rural Development category at the 5th SA 
Heroes Awards 2023 and clinched the Ms Best 
Charity Queen title at the South African Pageants 
Award — a tribute to those making a real difference 
in their communities.
Her nomination for the Emerge Africa Awards 
came as a surprise, put forward anonymously by 
individuals moved by her work. These awards 
recognise not just the work one does but also 
the passion, consistency, and positive impact 
behind it. Naledi remarked, “Being nominated is 
a huge honour. It’s recognition of the work I’ve 
been pouring my heart into within the Rustenburg 
communities.”
Now, she’s the only nominee from Rustenburg 
in her category and is also up for the Woman of 
Stature Awards, under the Woman in Mining 
category. But to clinch the Emerge Africa Award, 
she needs your votes! Voting kicked off on Monday 
15 January 2024, and wraps up on Saturday 30 
March 2024. 
To support Naledi, send an SMS with the 
text “AFRICA 119” to 37587. Each SMS 
costs R5 and note that free SMSs aren’t 
part of this.
Let’s rally behind Naledi Ramaboea, a true 
community champion! Vote now!

WE PAWN
15% interest

Office hours
014 592 9828
014 592 2658

STOLS MOTORS 
RUSTENBURG
Anything on 

wheels.

C L A S S I F I E D S

CHILD AND FAMILY WELFARE 
RUSTENBURG 

Please assist the organisation to search for the 
whereabouts of Mr. Calitz and Ms. Cornelius, the 
biological parents of a 17-year-old boy child. Urgently 
contact the social worker, Ziné Walker from Child 
and Family Welfare Rustenburg, on 014 537 2014 or 
zinewalker@gmail.com.

HEALING
Health in Balance, Kinesiologist, Dr Estelle vd Vyver. 
All ages welcome. Method to balance your body’s 
structural, chemical and psychological/ emotional 
dimensions. Contact: 072 651 8557, kolenzelle@
mweb.co.za.

REMOVAL
Kolenzelle van Lines, Furniture Removal, General 
Transport, Storage. Contact Estelle 072 651 8557.

CALL 
014 
592 
9686

WANT TO 
PLACE AN 
ADVERT?

VACANCY
Diesel Mechanic needed

Experience with TLB’s and trucks is a must.
Application Deadline: February 5, 2024

Send CV to yolandi@maranglayersfarm.com
Note: If there is no response, consider your application unsuccessful.

Vehicle Tracking and 
Recovery Solutions

APPROVED FITMENT CENTRE

SCREENSAVER FITMENT CENTRE

122 Kock Str, Rustenburg 
Tel: 014 302 0976 | W/app: 060 850 2413  

Visit platinumweekly.co.za

WE KNOCK 
AND DROP 
FLYERS AND 
PAMPHLETS 

CALL 072 026 0414

The inspiring 
Naledi Ramaboea

The elegant Mariska Kruger

Hard at work! 
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“The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams”. When dreams become 

actions, success becomes your reality!  

Class of ‘23 -  well done on your extraordinary 
success - Mrs. Potgieter

CLASS OF 2023
We wish you all, the best of luck!We wish you all, the best of luck!
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At time of print

Tanya V Live Music 26 Jan '24 Rustenburg: Buffelspoort - Buffalo Grill 014-572-3056
Henning Joubert Live music 26 Jan '24 Rustenburg: Kenny Gee's 014-592-8079
Club Event 2024 Platinum Raceway 27 Jan '24 Rustenburg: Showgrounds 064-681-4059
Sean Miles Live Music 28 Jan '24 Rustenburg: Buffelspoort - Buffalo Grill 014-572-3056
Greater Rustenburg Fire Protection 
Association AGM 24 Feb '24 Rustenbrug: Brauhaus Afrika R24 grfpa.fire@gmail.com

Agter die Groen Trui - Duane Vermeulen 29 Feb '24 Rustenburg: Die Hoërskool Rustenburg 014-592-1365
Buffelspoort Karnval 2 Mar '24 Rustenburg: Rustenburg Gemeenskapskerk 082-377-8682
Human Rights Weekend 21 - 24 Mar '24 Rustenburg: Omaramba Holiday Resort 014-572-3004
Easter Weekend 28 Mar - 1 Apr '24 Rustenburg: Omaramba Holiday Resort 014-572-3004

Do you think it’s OK that a 
child can choose to quit school 

when they turn 15? 

In South Africa, children must attend school from age 
7 to 15, or until they complete Grade 9, whichever 
comes first. While it’s understood that some learners 
may not be able to complete their matric (Grade 12) 
due to various reasons, the question arises: Should 
the decision to leave school early be in the hands of 
the children themselves? Or should the expectation 
be to stay in school until completing Grade 12? 
We’d like to know your thoughts on this matter.
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at news@
platinumweekly.co.za or WhatsApp your response 
to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? Tell us your story.  
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 29 January 2024.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured 
in our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 
opinion on our Facebook post about this topic. 
Join the conversation!

POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Have you ever  
been on TV?

NO 88% YES 11%

Did you know?
The Story Behind Nike’s “Just Do It”

Did you know the famous Nike slogan 
“Just Do It” came from an unusual place? 
It started in 1988 by an advert agency 
called Wieden+Kennedy in Portland, 
Oregon. The words were actually inspired 
by Gary Gilmore’s last words before he 
was executed in 1977. This catchy slogan 
helped make Nike a big 
name and changed 
the way we think 
about ads.

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Weekly disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance 
upon, in any matter, the information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or advertisements, and does not warrant the 
truth, accuracy or completeness of the information provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s is the opinions and 
representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of 
the editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum 
Weekly’s title and design of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any queries: ads@platinumweekly.co.za.

All original designs in 
this newspaper is the 
sole property of Platinum 
Publishers (Pty) Ltd and 
may only be reproduced 
or distributed by or with 
the written consent of 
Platinum Publishers (Pty) 
Ltd. Copyright is strictly 
reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used 
for commercial purposes. 
Should any of the content 
be copied without the 
written consent of Platinum 
Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal 
action may be taken.

Thursday 
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

25 JAN 2024
26 JAN 2024
27 JAN 2024
28 JAN 2024
29 JAN 2024

33°C - 18°C
33°C - 20°C
32°C - 19°C
33°C - 19°C
33°C - 19°C

6%
17%
37%
35%
68%

USD / ZAR
EUR / ZAR
GBP / ZAR
AUD / ZAR
Yuan / ZAR
USD / EUR
USD / GBP
Bitcoin / USD
Ethereum / USD
Gold $/oz
Platinum
Brent
Palladium
Silver

18.88367
20.52943
24.00363

12.4439
2.64071

0.9195
0.78655

39935.83
2231.98

2 029.74
904.42

79.86
955.93

22.62

At time of print

Administering the Gift
9 Now concerning the ministering to the 
saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you; 
2 for I know your willingness, about which I 
boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia 
was ready a year ago; and your zeal has 
stirred up the majority. 3 Yet I have sent the 
brethren, lest our boasting of you should be 
in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you 
may be ready; 4 lest if some Macedonians 
come with me and find you unprepared, we 
(not to mention you!) should be ashamed of 
this confident boasting. 5 Therefore I thought 
it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to 
you ahead of time, and 
prepare your generous gift 
beforehand, which 
you had previously 
promised, that it 
may be ready 
as a matter 
of generosity 
and not as 
a grudging 
obligation.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

2 CORINTHIANS 9

6 9
4 7 8 1

1 7 9
2 8 5 4

8 1 9 2
7 1 8

9 2
6 8 7 2

5 2 3 9

2 6 3
3 2 5 1

1 4 2
4 5 9

9 3 8
7 1 2

4 8 6
7 9 6 8

8 1 9 3

SOULFOOD

Salted  
caramel fudge! 

Cindy Pretorius 

Delicious, 
salted 

caramel 
fudge.

Rustenburg – Cindy Pretorius has 
always had a profound passion for 
baking. Among her numerous recipes, 
this particular one stands out as both 
a favourite and remarkably simple to 
execute. It requires neither a sugar 
thermometer nor complex techniques, 
but rather a keen eye and a steady 
hand. Despite experimenting with 
various fudge recipes, Cindy often 
encountered issues with texture, as 
many iterations resulted in a grainy 
consistency. However, this recipe offers 
a creamy, soft fudge that is irresistibly 
yummy. Once you try it, you’ll find it 
hard to resist coming back for just one 
more piece!

Ingredients
•	 385g (1 tin) condensed milk
•	 120g unsalted butter
•	 250g light brown sugar
•	 270g (the whole slab) milky bar 

chocolate
•	 1.25g (1/4 tsp) salt

Method
•	 Add the condensed milk, butter, and 

brown sugar to a pot.
•	 Stir on low heat until dissolved.
•	 Turn the heat to medium or high.
•	 Keep stirring until it bubbles, thickens, 

and becomes dark in colour.
•	 Take the pot off the heat and add your 

chocolate and salt.
•	 Pour it into a 20x20cm nonstick Pyrex 

pan.
•	 Sprinkle a bit of coarse salt to taste.
•	 Refrigerate for a minimum of two 

hours.
•	 Cut and enjoy the best fudge ever!

If you would like to have your recipe 
featured in the Platinum Weekly 

newspaper (free of charge),  
contact Cayla Gerber on  

081 579 7000 or email  
editorial@platinumweekly.co.za. 

Lights, camera, action! Have your ever found yourself in the thrilling glow of television lights? We’re not just talking about 
fleeting moments in the background of a news report or accidentally photobombing a live broadcast (though those count 
too!) Whether it’s a starring role, a brief interview, or even a game show appearance, we want to hear your story! And if 

you’ve never had your TV moment, let your imagination run wild: What would you do if you were on television?   

Have you ever been on TV?

No. I’ve never 
found myself in any 
camera action, but I 
would love to be on 

a TV-show! 

Maubane 
Omphemetse

Yes, I’ve been on 
TV. It was for a 

dance competition. 
My dance mates 

and I were doing a 
group dance, and it 
got broadcast live. 

We were called 
‘Jetplane’ from 

Rentia Botha Acro 
Club. It was so 

much fun!  Lachelle 
Bezuidenhout

Have your say / Sê jou sê
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7,000 km for children 

Generous donation boosts Hospice 
Rustenburg’s mission

WORLD RECORD 
ATTEMPT 2024

Joyful celebration at Tlhabane Community Hall

Community members shared laughter and joy at the Buang Moloto Foundation’s festive event.

Rustenburg – In an unparalleled display of unity and 
philanthropy, the Pediatric Care Africa organisation 
is gearing up for its annual event, the “Ride for a 
Child” charity motorbike ride 2024.
This event is not just a journey but a bold statement 
of collective determination to change lives, one 
kilometre at a time. And guess what? Rustenburg is 
on this special route planned through South Africa! 
Scheduled to kick off on the 11th of February 
2024, the 5th edition of the “Ride for a Child” will 
see motorbike enthusiasts revving their engines 
for a noble cause. Spanning a staggering 7,000 
km journey across the breathtaking landscapes of 
South Africa, this ride is more than an adventure; 
it’s a lifeline for underprivileged children requiring 
surgeries and medical treatments.
Mark your calendars as Day 3 of this epic journey 

unfolds on Tuesday 13 February 2024, the stretch 
from Lephalale (Ellisras) to Thabazimbi, and then to 
Rustenburg, promises to be a journey of solidarity 
and support. 
Dr. André Hattingh, the CEO and founder of Pediatric 
Care Africa, shared his heartfelt sentiments about 
the journey through Rustenburg: “I grew up in 
Koster. Rustenburg was our go-to-town in my youth, 
as it was our nearest big town. Going back to where 
one grew up, brings back great childhood memories. 
We would love the support of the biker community 
in and around Rustenburg and ask that they please 
join us for a coffee and a ride together when we 
arrive on the 13th February or leave Rustenburg 
again on the 14th February.”
The grand finale of the tour is on the 24th of 
February. This date is set to be etched in history, 

as thousands of motorbike riders from various clubs 
and organisations will join forces with Dr. André 
Hattingh in a world-record-breaking attempt. The 
goal is ambitious yet profoundly impactful: the most 
motorbikes riding in staggered formation as a single 
group, a symbol of solidarity for the welfare of sick 
children.
The crescendo of this awe-inspiring ride will unfold 
50km before the Caltex Mentors Plaza, stretching 
between Storms River and Jeffreys Bay on the N2. 
For those eager to be part of this historic moment or 
to contribute to this noble cause, more information 
is available at www.pediatriccareafrica.org, or by 
contacting 076 229 5663 or via email at info@
pediatriccareafrica.org.
Join hands, join hearts, and most importantly, join 
this ride.

Rustenburg – The Buang Moloto Foundation 
ended 2023 on a high note with their vibrant year-
end function on Wednesday 20 December 2023, 
at the Tlhabane Community Hall, Rustenburg. This 
heartwarming event was dedicated to celebrating 
the festive spirit with Tlhabane’s elderly and those 
living with disabilities.
The celebration was alive with music and joy, 
featuring performances from the Letlhabile Choir, 
Paul Bass Band, and the Rustenburg Retired 
Teachers Choir. Adding to the festivities, the 
Bambanani Women group energised the crowd 
with an invigorating fitness demonstration.
Highlighting the evening was the inaugural 
Community Impact Awards 2023, a ceremony 

recognising local heroes for their significant 
contributions to community development. Awards 
were presented to Kgomotso Rammutla, Chris 
Seabelo, Mabel Mmutle, Sylvia Tsomakae, Unathi 
Tebogo, and Ida Letsapa for their extraordinary 
efforts.
In a gesture of kindness, the foundation also 
distributed food parcels to the elderly and less 
privileged in Tlhabane, ensuring everyone shared 
in the season’s joy.
Basil Dube, the Buang Moloto Foundation’s 
chief operations officer, reflected on the event’s 
success, saying, “It was a truly unifying and 
purposeful celebration for our community 
residents.”

Rustenburg – In a heartwarming gesture of 
community support, Hospice Rustenburg recently 
received a generous donation of R22,000 from 
Maemo Motors Commercial Vehicles and Maemo 
Motors Passenger Vehicles. The cheque was joyfully 
accepted on 20 December 2023.
This kind contribution stemmed from the success 
of Maemo Motors’ charity golf event earlier in 2023, 
underlining their commitment to giving back to the 
community. “We’re immensely grateful 
for this support,” expressed Hospice 
Rustenburg’s general manager, Elize 
Pretorius. “The donated funds will 
significantly enhance our palliative care 
services, offering comfort and care to 
those facing serious illnesses.”
Hospice Rustenburg, a cornerstone of 
the community since 1997, is dedicated 
to providing compassionate home-based 
care to individuals and families navigating 
life-limiting conditions. Their work is vital, 
and the support from Maemo Motors 
and the broader Rustenburg community 
ensures that this essential service 
continues to touch lives.

Pretorius extended her gratitude, adding, “Your 
contributions make a real difference. For those who 
wish to help, we welcome donations of any size. 
Arrangements can also be made for the pickup of 
bulk items or furniture donations.”
To learn more about Hospice Rustenburg, offer 
support, or inquire about their services, please reach 
out to Elize Pretorius at 079 503 2051 or contact the 
office at 014 592 8925. 

From left: Hospice Rustenburg nursing sister Rina Coetzee, Maemo Motors 
Passenger Vehicles dealer principal Byron Stephenson, Maemo Motors 
Commercial Vehicles dealer principal Wolf Edmayr, and Hospice Rustenburg 
nursing services projects manager Williams Besong. 

SA – At the beginning of a new school year, many 
children will meet their very first bully as they enrol 
in Grade RR, Grade R, or Grade 1 at a primary 
school. 
Mike Bolhuis’ Specialist Investigators into Serious 
Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & Serious 
Cybercrimes has posted several projects in the 
past to forewarn parents to be informed and 
aware of bullying and its impact on children. 
Bullying can have significant and lasting 
neurological impacts on primary school learners.
TYPES OF BULLYING
•	 Physical bullying

o	 This involves physical harm or the threat of 
physical harm.

o	 It may include hitting, kicking, or damaging 
personal belongings.

•	 Verbal bullying
o	 This includes name-calling, teasing, and 

using hurtful language.
•	 Social bullying

o	 Also known as relational bullying, this 
involves deliberately excluding someone 
from social activities or spreading rumours.

EFFECTS ON VICTIMS
•	 Emotional impact

o	 Victims often experience feelings of fear, 
anxiety, and depression. This can lead to 
a decline in self-esteem and academic 
performance.

•	 Physical health
o	 Bullying can manifest physical symptoms 

such as headaches, stomach-aches, and 
changes in sleeping patterns.

•	 Academic consequences
o	 The stress and anxiety associated with 

bullying can interfere with a child’s ability to 
concentrate and succeed academically.

NEUROLOGICAL EFFECTS OF BULLYING ON 
PRIMARY SCHOOL LEARNERS
•	 Stress response and neurotransmitters

o	 Activation of stress response: Bullying 
triggers the body’s stress response, leading 
to the release of stress hormones such as 
cortisol and adrenaline.

o	 Impact on neurotransmitters: Prolonged 
exposure to stress can affect 
neurotransmitter levels, including dopamine 
and serotonin, which play critical roles in 
mood regulation.

•	 Structural changes in the brain
o	 Impact on brain structure: Chronic stress, 

a common outcome of bullying, can affect 
the structure of the brain, particularly the 
hippocampus and prefrontal cortex.

o	 Reduced volume in brain regions: Studies 
suggest that individuals who experience 
chronic stress may have reduced volume in 
specific brain regions, potentially affecting 
memory, learning, and emotional regulation.

•	 Cognitive function
o	 Impact on cognitive abilities: Prolonged 

exposure to bullying can negatively impact 
cognitive functions, including attention, 

concentration, and problem-solving skills.
o	 Academic performance: Neurological 

changes may contribute to a decline in 
academic performance.

•	 Emotional regulation
o	 Disruption of emotional regulation: The 

stress associated with bullying can disrupt 
the development of emotional regulation 
circuits in the brain, leading to difficulties in 
managing emotions.

•	 Vulnerability to mental health disorders
o	 Association with mental health issues: 

There is a higher risk of developing 
mental health disorders such as anxiety, 
depression, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) among individuals who 
have been bullied.

o	 Altered brain function in mental health 
disorders: Mental health disorders are often 
associated with altered patterns of brain 
activity and connectivity.

•	 Long-term effects
o	 Effects: Some neurological effects of 

bullying may persist into adolescence and 
adulthood, impacting long-term mental and 
emotional well-being.

•	 Social brain development
o	 Impact on social brain networks: Bullying 

interferes with developing social brain 
networks involved in empathy, social 
cognition, and the ability to form positive 
relationships.

•	 Resilience factors
o	 Protective factors: While exposure to 

bullying has adverse neurological effects, 
supportive relationships and interventions 
can act as protective factors, promoting 
resilience and mitigating some of the 
negative consequences.

Understanding the potential neurological impact 
emphasises the importance of preventing 
and addressing bullying in primary schools to 
promote students’ overall wellbeing and healthy 
development. Early intervention and support 
systems can play a crucial role in mitigating the 
negative effects of bullying on the developing 
brain.
Mike Bolhuis Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent, Serious Economic Crimes & 
Serious Cybercrimes press release extracts 

The neurological impact of bullying on primary school learners

Olaf (the Pediatric Care Africa 
mascot) with Doctor André 
Hattingh’s Harley Davidson.
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New committee takes the helm 
at CASMAR Impala Rugby Club

Justin shines 
in Gauteng 

championship

Rustenburg community rallies 
behind beloved local, Pieter Naudé

From left: Cassandra Coetzee, Sydney Venter, Phillip Laubscher, Joe Engelbrecht, Spiedie du Plessis, Andries 
Snyman, Victor McVee, Jannie Swanepoel, Carl Strydom, Justin St Jerry, en Johan Visagie.

Rustenburg – On Saturday 30 
March 2024, the harmonious 
heart of Rustenburg beats 
together in support of one of 
its most melodious sons. A 
fundraiser, organised by Zelda 
Vermeulen and associates, will 
resonate through the Hunters 

Pub and Grill, echoing a 
community’s unwavering 

support for Pieter 

N a u d é , 
an esteemed local 

singer and entertainer.
Pieter Naudé, whose voice and spirit have 

been instrumental in orchestrating Rustenburg’s 
music scene for over two decades, faces a 

formidable challenge. His battle against an 
aggressive form of cancer has struck a chord 
within the community. 
“Pieter’s melodies and performances have been 
the soundtrack of our lives for 24 years. Now, as 
he confronts this relentless illness, it’s our turn to 
orchestrate support and send harmonious hope 
his way,” expressed Zelda Vermeulen, the driving 
force behind the event. “This fundraiser is more 
than an event; it’s a symphony of solidarity for 

Pieter during his time of need.”
Demonstrating the resilient spirit 
that has always echoed in his 
performances, Pieter Naudé intends 

to grace the event, albeit briefly. 

For details on participating or hosting a stall, 
or making a donation, please contact Zelda 
Vermeulen through WhatsApp at 073 248 8504 
or via phone at 083 653 3309.

Rustenburg – The CASMAR Impala Rugby Club marked a significant milestone on Thursday 18 
January 2024, as it convened for its annual general meeting. The event was not just a customary 
gathering; it was a vibrant platform where ideas were exchanged, and a new committee was 
meticulously chosen to steer the club through the year.
The newly appointed committee members represent a blend of experience and fresh perspectives, 
promising an exciting chapter for the club. They are:
•	 President | Spiedie du Plessis
•	 Vice-president | Nelis Nel
•	 Chairperson | Sydney Venter
•	 Club captain | Johann Rhaap
•	 Treasurer | Joe Engelbrecht
•	 Secretary and event coordinator | Lizaan 

Engelbrecht
•	 Director of rugby | Justin St Jerry
•	 Committee member: additional | Victor McVee 

and Johan Visagie
•	 Junior committee member | Dries Snyman

•	 Committee member for club relationships | Carl 
Strydom

•	 Committee member for players | Phillip 
Laubscher

•	 Marketing and public relations | Kenan Davis
•	 Match official | Janise Smit
•	 Women committee chairperson | Cassandra 

Coetzee
•	 Women committee member | Petro Venter
•	 Great spirit committee | Dirkie Pretorius

As the CASMAR Impala Rugby Club ushers in this new era, the blend of seasoned wisdom and 
innovative vision in the committee promises to fortify the club’s legacy while charting a path filled with 
growth, community engagement, and sporting excellence. 

Rustenburg – In an impressive 
display of endurance and skill, Justin 
van der Linde, a dedicated member of 
the Rustenburg Cycling Club, secured 
the 9th position in his age group at the 
Gauteng Road Championships. The 
event, held on Saturday 20 January 
2024, saw van der Linde completing 
the challenging course in an admirable 
time of 3 hours and 36 minutes. This 
achievement is a testament to his 
commitment and rigorous training. 
The Rustenburg community extends 
heartfelt congratulations to Justin 
for his remarkable performance and 
unwavering dedication to the sport. 
Well done, Justin!

Future Boys 
score big 

and prep for 
upcoming game

Rugga nuus 

North West achieves remarkable 
results in 2023 NSC examinations

Daar word net een game gespeel in 
die United Rugby Championship – met 
die Bulls en die Lions wat Saterdag 
27 Januarie om 15:00 op Loftus gaan 
kragte meet.

Kom manne, hierdie naweek is nou ‘n 
uitstekende geleentheid om vir mamma te 
bederf en punte by skoonmoeder op te gaar!
Nag ou grote...

Die Cheetahs, Lions en Sharks 
het deurgedring na die kwart-
finale van die Challenge Cup 
wat op 5 April gespeel gaan 
word.
UITSLAE
Vrydag 19 Jan
• Gloucester 35-5 Castres 
Olympique
• Scarlets 19-31 Edinburgh
Saterdag 20 Jan
• Black Lion 3-36 ASM Clermont
• Section Paloise 28-27 Zebre
• Oyonnax 28-27 Cheetahs
• Benetton 27-19 Montpellier Hérault
Sondag 21 Jan
• Lions 28-38 Ospreys
• USA Perpignan 23-32 Newcastle Falcons
• Dragons 9-29 Sharks

Die Bulls en die Stormers 
het met hul onderskeie 
oorwinnings die afgelope 
naweek deurgedring na die 
kwart-finale van die Champions 
Cup wat op 5 April gespeel sal 
word.
UITSLAE
Vrydag 19 Jan
• Connacht 27-10 Bristol Bears
• Glasgow Warriors 29-5 Toulon
Saterdag 20 Jan
• Harlequins 47-19 Ulster
• Bulls 46-40 Union Bordeaux-Begles
• Racing 92 48-26 Cardiff
• Leicester Tigers 10-27 Leinster
• Stage Francais 20-24 Stormers
• Munster 23-26 Northampton Saints
• Saracens 39-24 Lyon OU
Sondag 21 Jan
• Sale Sharks 24-37 La Rochelle
• Stade Toulousain 31-19 Bath
• Aviron Bayonnais 40-17 Exeter Chiefs

Rustenburg – One of Rustenburg’s local soccer 
teams, Future Boys Football Club, showcased 
their skills by winning against Kings United with 
a score of 6-4 on Sunday 14 January 2024. 
According to the team’s manager, Chris Lebese, 
the Future Boys didn’t stop there. They faced 
the Hungry Lions in Tlapa on 21 January as 
part of the Rulfa Super League and ended the 
game in a 2-2 tie. The action doesn’t stop for the 
Future Boys, as they are gearing up for their next 
match against Ebenezer. This game is set to 
take place in Lethabong on Sunday 28 January 
2024. For young soccer enthusiasts under the 
age of 19 looking to join the excitement and be 
part of the team, reach out to Chris Lebese at  
078 769 7351. 

North West – Rustenburg shines in the 2023 
National Senior Certificate (NSC) examination 
results, as announced by the Education MEC, 
Ntsetsao Viola Motsumi, at Sun City on Friday 19 
January 2024. 
The North West province 
proudly secured the fourth 
position nationally, showcasing 
a notable pass rate of 81.63%, 
marking a significant increase 
from the previous year’s 79.8%.
The province observed 
a noteworthy increase in 
Bachelor passes, with a total 
of 15,059 students (36.36%) 
achieving this milestone, 
compared to 14,733 (33.62%) 
in 2022. Diploma passes also 
saw a positive trend, reaching 11,646 (28.12%), 
an improvement from the previous 10,794 
(26.3%). In a pursuit of quality, the number of 
Higher Certificate passes slightly decreased to 
7,089 (17.11%), from 7,470 (18.2%) in 2022.
Highlighting the achievements of Special Needs 
Schools, seven candidates successfully passed 
with an Endorsed NSC. Remarkably, North West 
Secondary School for the Deaf experienced a 
significant turnaround, jumping from a 0% pass 
rate in 2022 to an impressive 66% in 2023.
The province celebrated its top achiever, Wian 
Landman from Potchefstroom Gimnasium, who 
earned six distinctions and an impressive score of 

1699 marks across all subjects.
The best-performing local education offices 
were also acknowledged, with JB Marks leading 
at 87.10%, followed closely by Rustenburg at 
86.05%, and Kagisano Molopo at 85.99%.

In terms of schools with the 
highest number of subject 
distinctions (excluding Life 
Orientation), Potchefstroom 
Gimnasium claimed the top spot 
with 301 distinctions, followed 
by Rustenburg High School with 
308, and Wesvalia High School 
with 203.
Furthermore, Rustenburg High 
School stood out with 220 of 
its 301 candidates qualifying 
for degree studies. Additionally, 

Schoonspruit High School in Matlosana and 
Fields College in Rustenburg each had all 134 
candidates passing, showcasing 100% success 
rates.
The commendable results are a testament to 
the hard work and dedication of the learners, 
teachers, school governing bodies, headmasters, 
and parents. The North West’s achievement 
in the 2023 NSC examinations highlights the 
region’s commitment to educational excellence 
and sets a positive trajectory for future academic 
endeavours. Congratulations to all for setting 
remarkable standards and inspiring future 
generations!

VLU Kashané Aandtak begin die jaar 
met ‘n kreatiewe kosblik werkswinkel

In ‘n vertoon van kreatiwiteit, berei 
VLU Kashané-lede broodjies voor 
wat die voorkoms van ‘sushi’ rolletjies 
naboots.

Rustenburg – Op ‘n aand vol kameraadskap en innovasie, het die 
Vroue Landbou Unie (VLU) Kashané Aandtak hul jaar afgeskop 
met ‘n interaktiewe vergadering op Dinsdag 9 Januarie 2024. 
Die atmosfeer was een van opwinding en kreatiwiteit toe Anja 
Nieuwoudt die lede deur ‘n unieke kosblik-ervaring gelei het, waar 
brood op ‘n innoverende manier herontdek is – as “brood-sushi”.
Deur hierdie spesiale geleentheid het die dames hul vaardighede 
verskerp deur verskeie vulsels te kombineer en hul brood op 
‘n manier voor te berei wat die estetiese aantreklikheid en die 
smaaklikheid van sushi naboots. Hierdie kreatiewe wending op 
die tradisionele kosblik het nie net die smaakkliere geprikkel nie, 
maar ook ‘n bewys van die veelkantigheid en vernuf van die VLU-
lede gebied.
Met ‘n warm en uitnodigende atmosfeer verwelkom die 
VLU Kashané Aandtak nuwe lede om aan te sluit by hulle. 
Belangstellendes word uitgenooi om die voorsitter, Charmaine 
Coetzer, te kontak by 083 469 5505 vir meer inligting oor hoe om 
deel te word van hierdie inspirerende groep.

Justin van der Linde
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Victory celebration at Boitekong II 
Secondary School

Dricus du Plessis: 
South African UFC 

history-maker!

Local chess 
prodigy achieves 
Arena Candidate 

Master title

Lemogang, what’s your next move? 

Rustenburg – The executive mayor of Rustenburg, 
councillor Sheila Mabale-Huma, together with key 
members of the mayoral committee, honoured 
Boitekong II Secondary School with their presence 
recently. 
The delegation included councillor Virginia 
Mputle, responsible for Public Safety, Councillor 
Gaonakala, overseeing Corporate Support, 
and councillor Thabang Rampou, in charge of 
Infrastructure and Technical Services.
The ceremony marked a special occasion as 
the Rustenburg Local Municipality team joined 
to celebrate the academic triumphs of the 2023 
matriculants. 
Addressing the assembly, mayor Mabale-Huma 
extended heartfelt congratulations to the achievers 
and imparted words of wisdom to all learners. 
She highlighted the importance of dedication 
to education, urging students to steer clear of 
distractions and focus on their studies. The 
mayor’s message was clear: through education, 
one can transcend barriers and pave the way to a 
brighter future.

SA – In a thrilling battle at the Scotiabank 
Arena in Ontario, Canada, South African 
sensation Dricus du Plessis etched his name 
in sports history. On Sunday 21 January 
2024, du Plessis clinched the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship (UFC) title, marking a 
momentous milestone for South Africa in the 
world of mixed martial arts.
The fight, which kept fans on the edge of their 
seats, concluded with Du Plessis emerging 
victorious through a split decision, edging 

out with scores of 48-47. His prowess shone 
through, securing the win in his favour and 
earning him acclaim from fans and critics alike.
This victory didn’t just earn Dricus the UFC 
middleweight championship belt; it also threw 
him into the prestigious UFC men’s pound-
for-pound rankings. Making a smashing 
debut at No. 8, Du Plessis finds himself 
ahead of renowned flyweight champion 
Alexandre Pantoja, a testament to his skill and 
determination inside the octagon.

Rustenburg – Fields College is brimming with 
pride as Grade 9 learner Lemogang Letupu 
secured the prestigious Arena Candidate Master 
(ACM) title, elevating the school’s reputation in the 
realm of international chess. At just a tender age, 
Letupu has shown exceptional talent, strategy, and 
dedication, traits that have now been internationally 
recognised and rewarded by the World Chess 
Federation.
The Arena Candidate Master title is not just a 
testament to Lemogang’s skill in the strategic game 
but also a beacon of his dedication and hard work. 
Chess titles such as Candidate Master (CM), Fide 
Master (FM), International Master (IM), and Grand 
Master (GM) are not just mere accolades. They 
are symbols of excellence, awarded after rigorous 
scrutiny of a player’s skills, performance, and rank 
in the chess world.
Lemogang’s journey to achieving the ACM title 
was not a mere walk in the park. It required him 
to engage in no less than 100 international chess 
games. His commitment and the ability to maintain 
a high rating throughout this demanding schedule 
are what set him apart, culminating in this lifetime 
title, which he received over the school holidays.
This achievement is not just a personal victory 
for Lemogang but also a monumental moment 
for the North West Province. With only three 
Arena-titled players in the province, Lemogang’s 
accomplishment shines a spotlight on the 
increasing chess talent in our community. 
As Lemogang Letupu continues to navigate 
through his educational journey at Fields College, 
his story is not just about chess. It’s about setting 
goals, relentless pursuit, and achieving excellence. 
Congratulations, Lemogang! Your community is 
proud of you, and we eagerly await your next move, 
both on the chessboard and in your promising 
future.

KATAWA TRADING 106 CC lodged application 
for prospecting right for Chrome ore, Iron 
ore and Manganese with the Department of 
Mineral Resources (DMR) in terms of section 
16 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act 2002(Act 28 0f 2002), Ref 
No: NW30/5/1/1/2/(13851PR) in respect of 
the farm Elandslaagte 30 JQ. The proposed 
prospecting area is approximately 5 kilometres 
Northeast of sandfontein when travelling 
on R510. Application for Environmental 
Authorization to undertake the following 
activities: NEMA Government Notice 983, 
Listing Notice 1: Activity No: 21 and 27.  
The proposed prospecting right will constitute 
the Desktop Study, Surveyor, site establishment, 
access road and drilling. Interested and 
affected parties (I&AP) are hereby requested 
to raise their concerns, objection and issues 
within 30 days of this notice to Mr G Mtsweni 
on the following: Postal address: 8 corrido, 
Benfleur, Witbank, 1049, Contacts: Cell 078 
016 5207/061 587 0395, E-mail: given@
ezimabutho.co.za or mtswenis@ymail.com 
and/or Regional Manager, DMR, Private Bag 
A1, Klerksdorp, 2570, Tel: (018) 487 4300.

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION APPLICATION IN TERMS 

OF REGULATION NO: 983 (LISTING NOTICE 
1; ACTIVITY 21 & 27), AS AMENDED ON 
04 DECEMBER 2014 OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 

1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998).

KATAWA TRADING 106 CC lodged application 
for prospecting right for Chrome ore, Iron 
ore and Manganese with the Department of 
Mineral Resources (DMR) in terms of section 
16 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act 2002(Act 28 0f 2002), Ref 
No: NW30/5/1/1/2/(13842PR) in respect of 
the portion 2, 3, 4 and Remaining extent of 
the farm Vlakplaats 74 JQ. The proposed 
prospecting area is approximately 40 kilometres 
North west of Brits when travelling on R511. 
Application for Environmental Authorization 
to undertake the following activities: NEMA 
Government Notice 983, Listing Notice 
1: Activity No: 21 and 27. The proposed 
prospecting right will constitute the Desktop 
Study, Surveyor, site establishment, access 
road and drilling. Interested and affected parties 
(I&AP) are hereby requested to raise their 
concerns, objection and issues within 30 days 
of this notice to Mr G Mtsweni on the following: 
Postal address: 8 corrido, Benfleur, Witbank, 
1049, Contacts: Cell 078 016 5207/061 587 
0395, E-mail: given@ezimabutho.co.za 
or mtswenis@ymail.com and/or Regional 
Manager, DMR, Private Bag A1, Klerksdorp, 
2570, Tel: (018) 487 4300.

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION APPLICATION IN TERMS 

OF REGULATION NO: 983 (LISTING NOTICE 
1; ACTIVITY 21 & 27), AS AMENDED ON 
04 DECEMBER 2014 OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 

1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998).

Dricus du Plessis  

Rustenburg – Het jy al ooit ‘n Springbok-wedstryd 
beleef waar die opwinding van ‘n Wêreldbeker-
oorwinning in die lug hang? Nou, berei jouself 
voor om hierdie onvergeetlike gevoel weer te 
ervaar tydens ‘n aand propvol ware rugbygees 
saam met die legendariese Duane Vermeulen, 
‘n ikoon van die spel en ‘n sleutelfiguur in ons 
nasionale span se roemryke geskiedenis.
Hierdie eksklusiewe byeenkoms, aangebied deur 
Hoërskool Rustenburg, beloof om ‘n hoogtepunt 
op die sosiale kalender te wees. Die geleentheid 
sal plaasvind by die luukse Airspan Executive 
Airport op Donderdag 29 Februarie 2024.
Duane Vermeulen, die held agter die beroemde 
#8 groen trui, sal die aand verlig met sy 
teenwoordigheid. Vermeulen, bekend vir sy 
sleutelrol in die 2019 Rugby Wêreldbeker, waar 
hy as ‘man of the match’ vereer is, bring ‘n stuk 
geskiedenis en passie na die aand. Om deel te 
wees van hierdie unieke ervaring, is kaartjies 
beskikbaar teen R7,500 per tafel, wat tien gaste 

kan akkommodeer, of R12,500 vir ‘n VIP-tafel. Dit 
is nie net ‘n kans om saam met ‘n rugbygrootheid 
te verkeer nie, maar ook ‘n geleentheid om saam 
met vriende en geliefdes te kuier en te geniet. 
Moenie uitmis op hierdie kans om deel te neem 
aan ‘n aand van nostalgie, sportgeesdrif, en 
gemeenskap nie. Bespreek jou tafel vandag en 
maak gereed vir ‘n onvergeetlike ervaring. 
Vir navrae of besprekings, kontak Hoërskool 
Rustenburg gerus by projekte@hsrtb.co.za.

Ontmoet rugby-ikoon Duane Vermeulen
‘N AAND VAN GLORIE EN GROOT 

GESELS IN RUSTENBURG

Executive mayor of 
Rustenburg, councillor 
Sheila Mabale-Huma

WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT? CALL 014 592 9686

P1526 JANUARY 2024,    PLATINUM WEEKLY,    Tel:  014 592 5653,    Fax: 011 252 6669,    E-mail: ads@platinumweekly.co.za



Rustie swemmers blink 
uit in SA Grand Prix Gala

Dehan Lötter in aksie! 

Van links: Dylan Manini, Dedré 
Engelbrecht, en Dehan Lötter.

Rustenburg – Hoërskool Rustenburg is tereg 
trots op hul drie Graad 8-sensasies, Dehan 
Lötter, Dedré Engelbrecht, en Dylan Manini, 
wat uitsonderlike prestasies behaal het tydens 
die onlangse SA Grand Prix prestige gala. Die 
geleentheid het op 12 en 13 Januarie 2024 
plaasgevind en hierdie talentvolle swemmers het 
bewys dat hulle gereed is om op nasionale vlak 
te kompeteer.
Dehan Lötter het die waters oorheers met 
sy verstommende snelheid en tegniek. Hy 
het ‘n indrukwekkende aantal medaljes 
verower, insluitend vier goue medaljes in die 
50m-vryslag, 50m- en 100m-vlinderslag, sowel 
as die 200m-individuele medley. Sy uitsonderlike 
uithouvermoë het hom ook silwer en brons 
medaljes in verskeie ander kategorieë besorg. 
Dedré Engelbrecht het ook indruk gemaak met 
haar uitsonderlike vertonings in die rugslag-
afdelings, waar sy met drie silwer medaljes 
weggestap het. Haar veelvlakkige talent het 
verder gely tot top-15 posisies in verskeie ander 
slae.

Dylan Manini het sy vaardighede en veelsydigheid 
getoon deur op die podium te eindig in die 
100m-vlinderslag en top-4 posisies in verskeie 
ander afdelings te behaal. Sy konsekwente 
prestasies het hom as ‘n sterk mededinger in die 
swemgemeenskap gevestig.
Die skoolgemeenskap en afrigters van Hoërskool 
Rustenburg is uiters trots op hierdie swemmers 
se prestasies. Hulle harde werk, toewyding, 
en passie vir die sport word weerspieël in die 
uitstekende uitslae wat hulle behaal het. Dit is 
‘n bewys van hulle karakter en vasberadenheid 
om uit te blink, nie net in die swembad nie, maar 
ook in hul akademiese en persoonlike lewens. 
Welgedaan, Dehan, Dedré, en Dylan! 

Get the Platinum Weekly directly on your phone.
WhatsApp                             to subscribe today!0818211332

Rustenburg – Rustenburg is revving up for 
excitement! Platinum Raceway is rolling out its 
first oval club bash of 2024 on Friday 27 January 
2024 at the Rustenburg Showgrounds. Clubs, 
oval speedsters, and daredevil bikers, it’s your 
time to shine! Adult entry is a cool R80, while 
kids under 12 zoom in for just R40. The gates 
swing open at 09:00. Ready for a thrill? Contact 
064 681 4059 or 071 638 2470 for more info!

26 JANUARY 2024,    PLATINUM WEEKLY,    Tel:  014 592 5653,    Fax: 011 252 6669,    E-mail: news@platinumweekly.co.zaP16




















































































































	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 1
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 2
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 3
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 4
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 5
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 6
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 7
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 8
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 9
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 10
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 11
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 12
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 13
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 14
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 15
	26 January 2024 - PW PAGE 16

