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SUPPORT ANGELS

FOR THE AGED

Rustenburg — Angels for the Aged is
a newly established community project
comprising a few local residents in
Rustenburg who have taken it upon
themselves to assist the elderly in the
municipal old age home.

Mrs Joan van Heerden is the founder of
the group and has been a busy-bee with
continuous assistance to the elderly.
With the dawn of Christmas on our
doorstep, the group has decided to uplift
the spirits of these valued oldies with an
early Christmas meal and a few special
treats.

Mohamed Abba of ABBA Emporium
Wool Centre has joined this venture to
assist with the Christmas get-together.
Collectively with all the volunteers,
Mohamed Abba has brought about new
ideas to make it even more special. “My
aim is to not only give these precious
gems a meal, but to give them also a few
goodies to take with them to their rooms,”
Mohamed said in an interview with the
Platinum Weekly newspaper. “With
this in mind, we have gone further and
started a collection of non-perishable
items for the elders. We gladly accept
all canned foods, biscuits, toiletries and
personal hygiene products.”

We ask that the community gets involved

and also donate canned foods, biscuits,
toiletries and personal hygiene products
to the elderly.

Mohamed Abba has set up a collection

point in town at ABBA Emporium
Wool Centre, situated at 158 Fatima
Bhayat Drive, Rustenburg CDB. They
are situated just around the corner
from the Rustenburg Municipality. For
convenience sake, they will be open on
Thursday (23 November) until 19h00 to
allow drop-offs.

Thus far Angels for the Aged have
volunteers who offered the following
service, two hairdressers who will do
the hair for the ladies, a DJ who will
be playing Christmas tunes, a Tuk-Tuk
service that will take the oldies for free
rides, and more to come!

“We also ask volunteers to bring their
kids along; it's such a blessing having
young and old celebrate Christmas
together. We extend an open invitation
for volunteers to assist. By the will of
God, we have future dreams of growing
and assisting even more people,” says
Mohamed.

For more information, please contact
Joan van Heerden on 082-857 7972 or
Mr Mohamed Abba on 082-9786 759.

We ask that the community gets involved and also donate
canned foods, biscuits, toiletries and personal hygiene products to
the elderly.
Mohamed Abba has set up a collection point in town at ABBA

Emporium Wool Centre, situated at 158 Fatima Bhayat Drive,
Rustenburg CDB. They are situated just around the corner from the
Rustenburg Municipality. For convenience sake, they will be open
on Thursday (23 November) until 19h00 to allow drop-offs.

Tel: 014 592 5653,

Massa-optog:
staan saam teen
plaasmoorde

AfriForum sal in samewerking met ander
organisasies op Saterdag, 25 November,
‘n protesoptog hou na die Uniegebou om
‘n memorandum aan die staatspresident
te oorhandig.

“ AfriForum

Datum: 25 November

Tyd:  10:00

Roete: Van die Pretoria-kunsmuseum
(h/v Francis Baard- en Wesselsstraat,
Arcadia, Pretoria) na die Uniegebou
Almal is uitgenooi.
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Chamber of Mines opposes
Eskom’s application

for 20% Increase

I
'

Chamber of
Henk Langenhoven, formally presented

Mines chief economist,

the Chamber’'s response to Eskom’s
application for a 19.9% tariff increase at
the hearing of National Energy Regulator
of South Africa (NERSA) on 17 November.
The Chamber of Mines represents 90% of
South Africa’s mining production by value.
Langenhoven noted that should the
proposed tariff be granted, this will result
in a continued vicious downward spiral
for South Africa — of higher electricity
prices, lower growth and less electricity
consumption. If unchecked, Eskom will be
a key contributor to ‘no growth’ for South
Africa and credit downgrades.

The Chamber’s view is that historical multi-
year price determination (MYPD) decisions
have proved to be unrealistic, owing to the
continued decline in electricity intensity
within the South African economy; lower
than expected economic growth; delayed
impact of IPP’s on costs; massive overruns
in construction costs at the Medupi and
Kusile power stations; and large increases
in operational costs at Eskom.

Eskom’s large budget shortfalls are of
its own making, and the possibility of the
utility not being able to service its debt in
the short term is high. The situation is dire.
This tariff application is in addition to the
outstanding regulatory clearing account
(RCA) claims of R48 billion for 2014 to
2017 (and is projected to increase by
another R20 billion by 2018), which is not
being considered at this time.

The industry is highly sceptical of Eskom’s
claims that it will deliver ‘higher efficiencies’,
which it defines as lowering its headcount
(virtually only through natural attrition),
keeping primary energy costs down (that
is, low coal price increases) and sacrificing
its desired rate of return on capital.

The utility attempts to rationalise a 19.9%
increase (levied on its customers) to
be preferable over an 8% increase to
customers  necessitating government
support. Either of these options will have
dire consequences.

The former will result in economic growth
declining by 0.1 (on 0.6%) percentage
points or 17%, and the cumulative

opportunity cost in job losses of over

600,000. For mining, the contribution to

GDP will decline by between 5% and 9%.

The impact on loss-making mines will be

disastrous putting tens of thousands of

jobs in jeopardy.

The Chamber estimates that the proposed

increase would result in a R3.21 billion

increase in costs, which would mean
that the operations of around 66% of
all gold and platinum mines would be
unsustainable, and could result in around

48,000 additional job losses.

The latter will lead to the government debt

to GDP ratio rising from just over 50% now

to 75% by 2021 and over 104% by 2030

with all its consequences.

Langenhoven concluded that “short

term solutions must be found to prevent

Eskom from failing and the economy

suffering irreparable damage. Any short

term solutions must be conditional on
an immediate structural adjustment
programme to be undertaken by the utility.

NERSA must pursue the least damaging

solution to deal with Eskom’s impending

cash crunch. Drastic changes are needed
at Eskom.”

These could include:

e Accelerated decommissioning of old,
inefficient power stations;

e Bringing Eskom’s operational cost
(primarily head count) in line with
international standards;

e Completing the regulated asset base
re-evaluation as soon as possible,
so that the return on asset (ROA)
absolute value diminishes while the
weighted average cost of capital
(WACC) stays the same;

e Accelerating the completion and
commissioning of the new, more
efficient power stations;

e Accelerate the purchase of electricity
from IPPs and continuing this
programme; and

e Reuvisiting the MYPD and Regulatory
Clearing Account (RCA) regulatory
regime.
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SPCA: sponsor a
kennel for R200

Rustenburg — The team from Rustenburg SPCA (the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) has
initiated an exciting new initiative. It has been done in
the past — but the team wants to start afresh.

You can sponsor a kennel for only R200 per month? The
Rustenburg SPCA currently has 28 cat kennels and 94
dog kennels.

For more information, contact 014-592 3181.

Donate blood at the South African National Blood
Service (SANBS) Rustenburg, situated at the Life-
style Square centre in Beyers Naude Drive, Rusten-
burg. Pop in before you do your shopping! Your blood

can save up to three lives!

You can donate blood

every 56 days.

SANBS

South African National Blood Service

For more information visit www.sanbs.org.za or
give SANBS Rustenburg a call at 014-594 2771.




