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Thabazimbi – Gerrie Havenga, 25, represented Tha-
bazimbi, and South Africa for that matter, at the Mister 
Global 2017 pageant in Thailand from 10-20 May 2017. 
Havenga is a talented Iron Model with a golden future. 
He competed against 30 contestants worldwide and 
managed to walk away with the Best Physique Award 
and the 1st Runner Up position in the pageant. 
Mister Global 2017 is one of the Top 5 Grandslam male 
pageants in the world. Havenga returned to South Afri-
can soil on 22 May.
Throughout his journey, Havenga travelled the beautiful 
Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai. “The sightseeing trips to 
the Buddha temples were some of my favourite experi-
ences,” Havenga said. “It was also a privilege to meet 
V. Vajiramedhi, a local monk who was kind enough to 
teach me some of his meditation skills. Their compas-
sion for the less privileged astonished me. I learned so 
much during this trip.” 
Havenga wants to make use of this opportunity to thank 
all those who have sponsored him, especially Peter 
Bondesio from Bondesio Couture in Rustenburg, his 
biggest sponsor. Bondesio sponsored Havenga with 
custom made suits, swimwear and a national costume 
for the competition.
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