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A strong earthquake of 6.5 magnitude earthquake 
struck in a remote region of Botswana on Monday 
3 April 2017, causing tremors and shockwaves in 
neighbouring South Africa. No early incidents of 
casualties or damage have been reported. 
The magnitude 6.5 quake’s epicentre was nearly 
250km north-northwest of the capital Gaborone at 
a depth of 12km, a US Geological Survey said.
It was felt across Limpopo‚ Mpumalanga‚ North 

West and large parts of Gauteng‚ shaking build-
ings. 

This is the second tremor to hit South Africa in a 
24 hour window. Earlier on 3 April, a 4.6 magnitude 
earth tremor hit parts of Gauteng and the North 
West. The tremor, which was 2km deep, was re-
corded at 05:08 on Monday. It originated near a 
gold mining area in Klerksdorp.

What to do when an earthquake strikes? 
• If you’re indoors, stay there. Get under, and hold onto, a desk or table, or stand against 

-

away from windows and outside walls and do not use the elevator. 
• DO NOT stand in a doorway: An enduring earthquake image of California is a collapsed 

adobe home with the door frame as the only standing part. From this came our belief 
that a doorway is the safest place to be during an earthquake. True- if you live in an old, 
unreinforced adobe house or some older wood-frame houses.

• If you’re outside, get into the open. Stay clear of buildings, power lines or anything else 
that could fall on you. 

• 
or overpasses. Try to get clear of trees, light posts, signs and power lines. When you 
resume driving, watch out for road hazards. 

• If you’re in a mountainous area, beware of the potential for landslides. Likewise, if 
you’re near the ocean, be aware that tsunamis are associated with large earthquakes. 
Get to high ground. 

• If you’re in a crowded public place, avoid panicking and do not rush for the exit. Stay low 
and cover your head and neck with your hands and arms. 

Earthquake in Botswana, shockwaves ripples to South Africa


